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HAMILTON 


Outlines 


‘CAPITAL NEWS 


ALPA Washington Execu- 
tive Representative Gives 
Complete Up to Minute 
Picture 


BY EDWARD G. HAMILTON 


Washington, D. C. (Special.)— 
§ Recent Supreme Court decisions 
Shave slowed up the legislative ma- 
chinery in matters concerning the 
Sceneral welfare which has had its 
- flection in aviation legislation. 
Nevertheless there has been much 
lactivity in aviation matters aside 
from legislation. Of particular in- 
terest to the pilots is the decision 
handed down by the Post Office 
= Department in connection with the 
aniff Airways, the investigation 
ir safety by the Copeland Com- 
tee, a new bill introduced by 
presentative James Mead pro- 
viding a month’s training in mili- 


| 


B 
R 


y aviation for air line pilots 

ry year, and hearings before 

the I. C. C. and the Post Office De- 
Bp: tment to settle disputes among 
ithe airlines in regard to off-line 
fiving. President Dave Behncke 
the writer have had their 


hands full trying to keep up with 
lall these developments in addition 
ito trying to get action on the pi- 
] mediation bill and figuring 
method of promoting the 
of our foreign air-mail 
Spilots who ar 
lomestie air-mail law. 
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HISTORY MAKING DECISION WON 











KARL A. CROWLEY 





WALTER E. KELLY 


PHOTOS show Solicitor of Post Office Department Karl A. Crowley and Walter 
Kelly, who together with Harllee Branch sat as a court and conducted the hearings 


resulting in a decision for the pilots which marks a precedent and foretells a new era 


jin fair salaries and working conditions. 
| 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT ORDERS 





Department in the Braniff case 

Bw: all that could be desired and | 

Bndicates that the law will be en-| 

Bforced hereafter. This controver- | BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 

R ve phys ap Rapin jay ell On February 14, 1936, as a di-|sion of the sincere desire of the 
iAirways to pay its copilots the La- 

Bor Board a and its pilots the | "ect result of the efforts of the| Post Office Department to place 
=r yper amount of base pay. The | Air Line Pilots Association and the the air transport industry on a 
ylecision requires that copilots be| fair and impartial hearings of the | plane above and beyond the exer- 
maid according to the Labor Board | Post Office Department, Braniff | 


: » retroactively to February 1, 
q , and that the base pay of pi- 
-# be paid retroactively to the 
meffective date of the air-mail con- 
Mracts. Failure to comply with 
order by March 15, 1936, will 
result in automatic cancelation of 
he Braniff contracts. Thus the 
iff pilots and copilots will re- 

all that is justly theirs under 
law. The effective date with 
ect to copilots, Feb. 1, 1935, 

back far enough to include 
| of them, as Braniff employed 
one prior to that date. 


on 


tw RARe 


j e Braniff decision is notewor- 
my for other reasons than the 
™ecuniary benefits accruing to the 
milots. It marks a step forward 


fA. ARTERIES 


n the orderly dispensation of jus-' 


ice by process of law as contrast- 
d with the trial of strength repre- 
tented by a strike. While the 


raniff pilots were peacefully go- 


mg about their allotted tasks they | 


Were being represented by their 
brganization at a hearing being 
onducted by the Post Office De- 
partment. for the purpose of set- 
ling a difference of opinion with 
heir company. The remedy was 
omplete and certain and minus 
he usual interruption to service 
nd the travail that accompanies a 
trike. Here an example of 
that we hope to attain by amend- 
mg the Railway Labor Act. When 
his amendment becomes law legal 
emedies will supplant in consider- 
ble measure the old order of eco- 
omic conflict. 


is 


Safety Committee 
The Senate Committee on Air 
afety, generally referred to as 
(Continued on Page 5, Col 5) 


4 
Airways, Inc., was ordered to pay | 


its pilots and copilots in accord- 
| ance with the provisions of the air | 
mail law, H. R. 6511. Failure to! 
comply with Post Office Order No. | 
8408 will mean cancellation of 
Braniff Airways’ air mail contracts 
on March 15, 1936. 
| New Era 
This decision marks a precedent | 
and foretells a new era in air mail 
.Operations and safer air travel. | 
| United States Post Office Depart- 
ment decision No. 8408 illustrates 
| with definite finality that it was 
truly the intent of Congress and 
the President to protect the Air 
Line Pilot. 


The Honorable Karl A. Crowley, 
Solicitor of the Post Office Depart- | 
ment; Honorable Harllee Branch, 
Second Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
|eral; and Honorable W. E. Kelly, | 
| Assistant to the Solicitor, sat as a 
| court at the hearing which started 
| January 9th and closed the 13th. 
|In their decision, without hesita- 
tion and in forceful and definite 
jlanguage, they summarized the| 
|case against Braniff Airways and 
commanded compliance with the! 
law. During the hearings, tension | 
| daily increased, the opposing attor- | 
|neys hotly contesting each state- | 
;ment. However, as the decision | 
|clearly illustrates, Braniff’s pleas | 
| of “good intentions” and “clerical | 
‘ errors” weighed little when fairly | 
| balanced with the actual facts in 
| the case. 


Protection 


| 
| 


} The decision rendered again as- 
}sures the air line piloting profes- ings. 


| which clearly defines certain out- 


licitor for the Post Office Depart- 


econ- | 


cising of petty unfair wage 
omies, especially .where human 
lives are involved. 


The decision demands absolute 
compliance with the law and the 
payment of back pay to Braniff | 
pilots and copilots. Not only the 
Braniff pilots, but all air line pi- 





lots, as well as the industry as aj failing to pay compensation to its|testimony before us,” 


whole, will greatly benefit. | 


Air History 

Aviation history is in the mak- 
ing. The rules and regulations of 
today determine tomorrow’s safe 
progress of the world’s newest and 
most ingenious means of transpor- | 
tation. The AIR LINE PILOT; 
publishes verbatim the Order No. | 
8408 of the Post Office Depart- 


‘ment, together with the “Opinion 


of the Solicitor’ which includes 
the ‘Findings of Fact.” Never) 
has a document of more vital in- | 


| 
| terest been presented to our read-| 


ers. 
the 


Special attention is invited to | 
“Opinion of the Solicitor,” | 


standing highlights that have long 
been the subject of controversial | 
opinions. 

The AIR LINE PILOT here- 
with publishes the complete report 
and findings of Karl Crowley, so- 


ment, who appeared for the Post 
Office during the Braniff hear- 





BRANIFF AIRWAYS TO GIVE 
PILOTS NLB SCALE AND BACK PAY 


|Order Signed by James A. Farley 


Post Office Department 
Washington 
February 14, 1936. 
Order No. 8408. 


Whereas, the facts before me} 


show and I have determined ac- 
cordingly, that Braniff Airways, 
Inc., contractor on air-mail routes 
9 and 15, has willfully and know- 
ingly violated and continues to 
violate section 13 of the Air Mail 
Act of June 12, 1934, as amended, 
and section 11 of its contracts, by 


pilots and co-pilots at the rate pre- | 
scribed by the National Labor 
| Board; and 

Whereas, the facts before me 


show, and I have determined ac- 
cordingly, that Braniff Airways, 
Inc., contractor on air-mail routes 
9 and 15, has willfully and know- 
ingly violated and is violating sec- 


tion 15 of the Air Mail Act of 
June 12, 1934, as amended, and 
section 12 of its contracts, by 


maintaining passenger and express 
service off the line of its air-mail 
routes, which off-line service com- 
petes with passenger and express 
service available upon air-mail 
route No. 30, and which service 
has not been regularly maintained 
on and prior to July 1, 1935, and 
does not consist of seasonal sched- 


~ COPELAND — 


Continues 


AIR PROBE 


Through the courtesy of the 
Star, the Air Line 
Pilot is reprinting Mr. J. S. Ed- 
gerton’s on the Copeland 





Washington 


story 


| committee. 





BY J. S. EDGERTON 


Lightning flashed yesterday in 
the tense atmosphere of a Senate 


| investigation of the airline crash 
| last 


May which killed Senator 
Bronson Cutting of New Mexico 


| when a charge made by a former 


Bureau of Air Commerce employe 
brought Rex Martin, assistant di- 


| rector of the bureau, to his feet 
| shouting, ‘“That’s-a lie!’ 


Tension had been growing hour- 


ly in the hearing when J. A. 
| Mount, former superintendent of 
maintenance of the bureau, 


charged that he had been threat- 
ened with “smearing of his private 
life” by an official of the Air Com- 
merce Bureau if he testified 
against the bureau before the Sen- 
ate committee. 


“Who told you that?” Senator 
Clark of Missouri asked. 


“Rex Martin,” Mount replied. 


Martin, at the other end of the 
crowded Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee room, jumpéd-to his feet 
with the cry, ““That’s a lie!’ 

Mount, his eyes lowered, made 
no reply. 


Testimony before the committee 
developed that Mount resigned 
from the bureau last September 
under threat of discharge if he re- 
fused. Senator Copeland of New 
York, chairman of the Senate Air- 
craft Accident Subcommittee, con- 
ducting the probe, said that 


|Mount’s separation from the serv- 


ice came over his protest. At the 
request of Senator Clark, Cope- 
land read into the record a tele- 
gram which he sent to Secretary of 
{Commerce Roper on September 
23 from his home in Suffern, 
|N. Y. 


Copeland’s Telegram 


“If J. A. Mount is being dis- 
|missed from department, either di- 
|rectly or indirectly because of his 
Copeland’s 
telegram said, “I most urgently 
protest in name of Senate commit- 


tee investigating aviation. I am 
amazed that any bureau chief 
would attempt interference with 


work of our committee by so crude 
an effort to dispose of an impor- 
tant witness. I assure you we 
cannot excuse what seems to us an 
,outrage. If bureau is unwilling 
to let the truth be known there 
could be no better way to demon- 
state it.” 

Later, Mount was asked if he at- 
| tached any connection with his ap- 
pearance before the Senate inves- 
tigating committee last August to 
his forced resignation. 


| “It seems to have had some 
| connection,” Mount replied. 


| Martin and other Bureau of Air 


ules regularly maintained during | Commerce officials present were 


the year prior to July 1, 1935; and 
Whereas, I am authorized by 


| sections 17 and 19 of the Air Mail 
Act of June 12, 1934, as amended, 


| given no opportunity to reply to 
| Mount’s charges. 

| It was developed by his own tes- 
| timony, however, that on April 4, 


to cancel and forfeit the contract | 1934, he was suspended from duty 


or contracts of any air-mail con- 


tractor failing to comply with the | public. 


terms of its contract or the provi- 


on charges which were not made 
This was a month prior to 
the crash in which Senator Cut- 


sions of the said Air Mail Act or | ting was killed and an even longer 


violating any provisions of the said 
Air Mail Act; and 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 


;time before the creation of the 
| Copeland committee. 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 
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‘‘Public safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix minimam flying hours; minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.”’ 

—President Roosevelt. 














Copeland Hearing Sidelights 


BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE | 


The sub-committee on Air Safety of the Senate Com-} 
merce Committee opens hearings. . . . Immediately estab-| 
lished is the fact that there is plenty to investigate. ... Al 
week packed with action ends in adjournment February | 
15th, but it is expected the sub-committee will reconvene | 
about March 2nd... . Cost to date $10,000 and an addi- 








committee uncovered with $10,000, another $25,000 should 
give the people their money’s worth. ... 
The committee in action. ... A crowded room with the 


Johnson, 
table. . .. A witness takes the stand, nervously fumbling 


among his papers. ... A guilty conscience is not necessar-|}ie Pedley led the way and was 
ily indicated. ... Try appearing before a Senate investi- | 


gating committee and treat yourself to a swell case of the 


“jitters.” ... Chairman Copeland, with tolerant kindliness, | 


instructs the witness to proceed in his own way... . The 
listeners draw close. . . . Newspapermen, airline officials 
and their attorneys, the great and small of the industry, 


absorb every word. ... Tension runs high. . . . History, the! 


history of safety in air transportation, in the making... . 
Chairman Copeland shoots question after question at the 
' witness and the other committee members take their turn. 
... Senator Johnson of California aptly remarks that he is 
interested in facts and not in the INNER-WORKINGS OF 
THE INDUSTRY’S MUTUAL ADMIRATION SOCIETIES. 
“We must have facts if we are to make air travel safe.” 
... The witness proceeds. ... An accusation is made.... 


“That’s a lie!” ...A murmur ripples through the room 
but the committee ignores the incident and it is all over in 
a flash. ... The crowd settles down and temper is restored 
when a member of the committee wants to know 
word “protracted” means, as used in blind flying regula- 


tions... . Amid general amusement a Department of Com-|blue-print. However, the meeting 
. . According to| 
Webster, “protracted” means “long drawn out—like an! jng up the esprit de corps, what- 


merce witness says he doesn’t know. . 


evangelistic meeting.” . . . Emotions run high but through 
it all the committee remains unruffled, apparently un- 
aware of the discomfort their rapid-fire questions arouse 
in the uneasy witnesses. ... They interrupt rarely but then 
with devastating effectiveness, their caustic sallies baring 
the unvarnished ‘truth. . . . Records follow records. .. .A 
court reporter takes down every word, a living example of 
“The moving finger writes and having writ moves on, nor 
all your piety and wit can lure it back to cancel half a 
line.” .. . FIRST AND LAST BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 
IS THEIR DUTY TO ASSURE THROUGH LEGISLATION 
PUBLIC SAFETY ON THE AIR LINES. 


|from being exposed to handball. 
| Dale Page is still out with a broken 


|we are limited to tiddledy-winks 


tional $25,000 has been asked... . Judging from what the | 
|ting down through. 


| 
committee members (Senators Copeland, Clark, Donahey, | 
White and King) at one end of a long conference | might call them gentlemen farm-|ing,) he landed in El Paso with 
|ers, but knowing them as we do, 





| enough, the first point brought up | 
The accused, who is present, jumps up, shouting furiously, | was a blue-print of the new DST 
| discussion and suggestions. 
| though the boys recommended 


| moving about fifty per cent of the 
what the |instruments, the Douglas factory 
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SOME AIR NOTES , the other hand, the Ft. Worth boys 


| there’s the rub. To add to the 
| misfortune, Ham Smith has moved 





BY PILOTS WILLARD AND 
HEFNER, INC. 


Council No. 19—AA 

Ft. Worth, Tex. 
For years the flight surgeons in| 
these parts have been spurring the 
boys to get more of what they call! foy their SATR. Two new boys 
“strenuous exercise.’ Taking/have been hired, Chambers from 
them at their word, the boys set inj the ground forces of American 


| with the title of Assistant Blind 
iFlying Instructor. Incidentally, 


| he has his hands full because all 


with that well known wim and| and Ward from Pan American 
: - own in Mexico. The other night 
wigor and the airline has all but | Tom Hardin and Sweetie Davis 


| closed down from the casualties. | stopped at Memphis for a sociable 


Tom Hardin is just back on the} chat with the boys for.an hour and 
ja half or so. They say that Tom 
|asked Sweetie real nice like to go 
| out and start the motors. Sweetie 
came in twelve hours later and 
said they were started. Now I ask 
you, what was he doing all that 
time? 


line from a broken arm contracted 


leg and a tennis racquet. The lat- 
est bulletin from the Doc’s says | 


Check Story 


McConaughey is back on the 
Page has a new baby at his house. | line without his bandages. His 
i 5 | story was that he cracked up his 
For that matter, so have John |car but we are wondering if it is 
Tierney and Vernon Welch and| something that he did at home: or 
maybe something that he said at 
home about El Paso. Our candi- 


from now on. Of course that has 
nothing to do with the fact that! 


they have no scars whatever. 


‘Down to Earth” 


Strange as it seems, the rest of 
the pilots down this way seem to| 


is one Charley Goldtrap. 
cently ferried his favorite Stinson 


have adopted the slogan of “down | blind-flyer from Ft. Worth to the | fellow. 
Enroute from Ft. 
away from the ground when let-| Worth to El Paso he hit one of 
Everywhere |those gentle dust storms that blow | 
| you look, another man has bought! through that country as we have copilot alone attempted to free the 
|a tract of land anywhere from fif- | heard tell, with winds up to sev-| body from the hole but to no avail 
| teen to one hundred and fifty acres| enty and eighty miles an hour on| for “Cash” really is big. When he 
| first came to work for Northwest 


to earth” even though they do shy | west coast. 


and has proceeded to burrow a hole | the nose. 
and settle down. 


we just call them farmers. Char-| badly damaged slide rule. 





quickly followed by Bill Moores, 
Ernest Petteway, Sherman Wil- 
lard, and at the foot of the class, 
Sandy Sanford. Diplomatic-like, 
Sandy’s farm is about one hun- 
dred and eighty miles from here. 
What oats he doesn’t sow in St. 
Louis he finishes on the farm. 


Hold Meeting 


With the advent of this pro- 
longed series of Northers (wind- 
shifts to youse guys) the boys 
have been hampered in their usual 
routine of doorbell ringing. Hence, 
it’s been possible to round them up 
in a much needed pilots’ meeting 
to discuss pros and cons, andj 
thems and _ those. Ironically | 


COUNCIL No. 1 





Council No. 1—NWA 
St. Paul, Minn. 





| Council No. 1. 
died up here. 


him. 


New Reporter 


instrument board for the pilots’ 
Even 


on the coast was blissfully grind- as See eaeinets: 


ing them out just as shown on the 


went over big and much good was 

accomplished, especially in build- “tough trip Charlies.” 

ever that means. 
Pays Tax 


Skeet Perkins has paid his poll 
tax in Murfreesboro and with one 
more cancellation will be a full 
voting native of the town. From 
the breaks that he has been get- 
ting in the weather lately, he has 
spent more time at the other end 
of the run than at home. Johnny 
Davidson was transferred to Mem- 
phis in return for Dick Fagin mov- 
ing to Ft. Worth. Memphis thinks 
they have the worst of the bargain 
for getting Davidson, but then on 


ple too. 
Tells All 








'to Ft. Worth from Murfreesboro | 


| the copilots at Ft. Worth and Dal- | 
|las are busy staggering around in| 
| the blind flying ship in preparation | 


date for booby prize of the month | midriff with his heels. 
He re-| remarks they were 


According to grapevine, 
Normally you| (the route which he was follow- | 


three gallons of gas and a very 


HAS NEW SCRIBE 
BY PILOT JEROME H. SPARBOE 


| ting even” as it were with those 


ABOUT EXERCISE | have to put up with Dick, so| 


responsible for making me perform 
the arduous task of scratching off 
the monthly letter. 
a 


Since we have 


new council for our western 


| division now, I won’t be responsi- 


ble for them but I have a pretty 
fertile field to work with here. 
“Cash” Chamberlain, the gar- 
gantuan behemoth of our piloting 
personnel, wins the award for our 
first casualty this winter for mak- 
ing a hole in one. One bad night 
“Cash” landed at an emergency 
field at Winona, Minnesota, doing 
a nice job. He put his ship in the 
hangar, got out and started to 
walk away—when suddenly he fell 
into a hole some enterprising ex- 
cavator had dug for the home of a 
steam boiler. After the first crash 


|of falling earth, there was a mo- 


ment’s lull. Then, there arose a 
blatant bellow resounding smartly 
through the cold night air. It was 
a lonely sound resembling some- 
what the coarse shriek of the fog 
horn at the entry to Duluth har. 
bor. Terrified, the copilot hurried 
to the spot from which the noise 
came, only to discover from the en- 
suing remarks that he had inad- 
vertently traversed Chamberlain’s 
And such 

tsh, 
for “Cash” is a loquacious 





Copilot Aids 
Abashed for the moment, the 
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“To fly West, m 
flight we all mus 
final check.’’ 


Iu Constant Memoriam 


Anderson, Lloyd—U. A. L. 
Andert, Paul Aw. y L 
Barron, John M. Jr.—A. A. 


friend, is a 
take for a 


















| Salutations and greetings from | 
No, we have not | 

Although we | 
| haven’t checked for sure, we think | 
(our last correspondent wandered 
| off somewhere and the wolves ate 
This summer we intend to 
‘look for him if enough interest can 
be engendered for the new search. |: 


Having been appointed as the 
scribe for this distinguished Coun- 
cil No. 1 for the coming year, with- 
out an opportunity of protesting 
the appointment, I am going to 
take a ghoulish glee in exposing 
for posterity the innermost secrets 
This will be the 
first break for the pilots’ wives 
this year and will be a relaxation 
from listening to all the “shop 
talk” far into the night of these 
Don’t ex- 
pect such items like births and 
weddings from this scribe as there 
have been enough bad “stogies” 
passed around these past few 
months to turn a total abstainer 
into an inveterate cigar smoker. 
No fooling, these pilots of Council 
No. 1 are the “familiest” raising 
bunch of men I’ve ever met, and 
I know a lot of unemployed peo- 


Therefore, having been duly en- 
dowed with the privileges of a 
newspaper correspondent, I shall 
take a profound interest in “get- 














Bigelow, Ed.—U. A. L. 
Bolton, Harvey F.—T. W. A. 
Bontrager, C. te. A. L. 
Bowen, J. E.—T. W. A. 
Bowen, Lewis L.—B. A. 
Briggs, Francis W.—A. A. 
Brock, Wm. S.—Waiting List 
Broughton, D. E.—U. A. L. 
Bucher, Charles L.—P. A. A. 
Cochrane, Robert M.—U. A. L. 
Cohn, Hanley G.—W. A. S. 
Cox, Floyd—Ludington 
Davis, Alfred W.—U. A. L. 
Davis, Douglas—E. A. L. 
Dixon, Andrew, Jr.—D. A. L. 
Drayton, Chas. M.—Inactive List 
Fields, Glenn T.—A. A. 
Fuller, Ray E.—A. A. 
George, Hal T. W. A. 
Grover, R. Boyd—U. A. L. 
Hallgren, W. A.—A. A. 
Hays, George L.—Unemployed 
Hill, George W.—A. A. 
Hohag, R. J.—N. W. 
Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. A. 
ea W. L.—E. A. 

eadle, Floyd E.—Unemployed 
Kelsey, Harold J.—A., ong ia 
Kincanon, Ted N.—A. A. 
Kiser, Daniel—Waiting List 


Komdat, Albert C.—E. A. L. 
Al—W. A. S. 


















































gto 
hn B.—C. & S. A. L. 
Harold—P. A. A. 
nie Gente eek 
arsha! e a, 
Montee, Ralph—T. 












T. W. A. 
Montijo, John G.—V. A. 
Morgan, Howard R.—T. W. A: 
, Harold—U. A. L. 


Neyes, Dewey Ea tuasts List 
wey L.—Inac 
—_.-. 
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BRANIFF AIRWAYS, INC., MUST PAY PILOTS LABOR BOARD SC 





Presents 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Whereas, I am required by sec- 
tion 15 of the Air Mail Act of 
12, 19384, to 
withhold the compensation of any 


June amended, 


as 











air-mail contractor during any pe- 
that it continues to violate 
any provision of the said Air Mail 
Act; 

Now, it 
that unless Braniff Airways, Inc., 
shall forthwith with the 
provisions of section 13 of the Air 


riod 


, therefore, is ordered, 
‘ith thos: 


> perform omply 
col 
tching off z 


> we have... . a e 
Mail Act and section 11 of its con- 
wester : ° 
tracts and shall forthwith comply 
responsi- ; : eae : 7 
E ' with section 15 of the Air Mail Act 
a pretty i ass 
I and section 12 of its contracts, 
ere. sae 
then the contracts held by Braniff 
the gar- ‘ F 
‘loti Airways, Inc., on air-mail routes 9 
r plioting os . 
I ind 15 shall be canceled and for- 
d for our“ Eke : 
for mak-§ feited on March 15, 1936. In or- 
bad night§ der for Braniff Airways, Inc., to 


mergency 


comply with section 13 of the Air 
ota, doing 


Mail Act and section 11 of its con- 


hip in the ; : . 
+. icts, it will be necessary for 
tarted to Jen 
aly he fell Braniff Airways, Inc., to pay its 
rising ex-§ pilots and co-pilots the rate _of | 
— of aB compensation fixed by the decision 
rst crash® se 

de : the National Labor Board, as 
vas a Mo- ‘ : ‘ 5 

e arose a forth in said section 13 of the 
ig smartly§ Air Mail Act, by paying its pilots 
ir. It was a base rate of $1,600 a year, 
ing some-§ with an increase of $200 for each 
of the fogH year of continuous service com- 
uluth har-§ puted from the date when the pilot 
lot hurried tered the service of Braniff Air- 
the noise ways, Inc., up to a maximum of 


om the en- 
had inad-§ ly mileages of under 10,000 miles, 
imberlain’s# 10,000 to 11,999 miles, and 12,000 
And such§ miles and more, respectively; 2 

tsh, ce 145 cents, and 1 cent a mile 
loquacious for all miles per hour flown at an 
speed of more than 100 





nts, 


hourly 
miles: 


i salary of $190 per month for the 


oment, theB first six months of employment, 
to free the $210 per month for the second six 
to no avail— months of employment, and $225 

When he per month thereafter with senior- 
Northwest 


computed from the date when 


the co-pilot entered the service of 





ing to its pilots the difference be- 


,000; and in addition at month- | 


and by paying its co-pilots | 


Braniff Airways, Inc.; and by pay-| 


lend, is a tween the sums which they should 
ke for a have received under this scale and 
—_____— the sums actually received between 
morirant the effective date of each air-mail 
. ZL. contract and the date when Braniff 
—_, Airways, Inc., puts the above scale 
a i into effect. In order so to comply 
We. it will also be necessary for Bran- 
A. L. “a A > 

A. iff Airways, Inc., to pay to its co-| 
i pilots the difference between the 
ing List sums which they should have re- 
hee ceived under the above scale for 
ae a co-pilots and the sums actually re- 
A. 8. ceived between February 1, 1935, 
vA. L. and the date when Braniff Air- 
—* mWays, Inc., shall put the above 
FF mH scale into effect. In order for 
A. Braniff Airways, Inc., to comply 
A. with section 15 of the Air Mail 
A. L. Act and section 12 of its contracts, 
. mit will be necessary for Braniff 
purees im Airways, Inc., to discontinue its 
aa off-line competitive operations be- 
A. L. tween Dallas, Texas, and Chicago, 
hemployed Illinois, via Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
ay im Kansas City, Missouri. 
“4 ba 4 It is further ordered, pursuant 

imto the provisions of section 15 of 

— x. [gthe Air Mail Act that all compen- 
iggy Yap" © sation due to Braniff Airways, 
7 Inc., under its air-mail. contracts 
a shall be withheld during any period 
4. EE a that Braniff Airways, Inc., fails to 
— comply with sections 18 and 15 of | 
. the Air Mail Act as above set out, 
pctive List Bithoreby continuing to violate sec- 
fA wy 13 and 15 of the Air Mail 
L. , 

2 (Signed) James A. Farley, 
A. A Postmaster General. 

Opinion of the Solicitor 

A. L. In the matter of the complaint 
W. A. E. Hof the Air Line Pilots Association, 
U. A. L. International, vs. Braniff Airways, 
A. L. Inc, contractor for Air Mail 
os Routes 9 and 15. 

U.A. L. On November 20, 1935, there 
A A, 


Was referred to the Office of the 


AIR LINE PILOTS ASSN. 


Evidence 


Solicitor of the Post Office Depart- | 
|ment a petition signed by the Air| 
{Line Pilots Association, Interna- | 
‘tional, representing that Braniff | 
Airways, Inc., contractor on air| 
mail routes 9 and 15, had violated | 
and was violating section 13 of the 


| Air Mail Act of June 12, 1934, as | 
| 
| 


amended, in that it had not paid | 


and was not paying its co-pilots in | 
accordance with the Air Mail Act | 
of June 12, 1934, as amended, and | 
‘the contracts held by Braniff Air- 
ways, Inc., for routes 9 and 15; 
but on the contrary, had paid and 
was then paying its co-pilots less 
than that 
under the law and contracts. 

The complaint was referred to 
the Office of the Chief Inspector 


compensation required 


for investigation, and preliminary | 


‘investigation having developed 
that there was at least probable 
}cause for this complaint, on De- 


|cember 12, 1935, Braniff Airways, 


Inc., was furnished with a copy of | 
{the complaint and all exhibits at- | 


| tached thereto, and advised that a 

Solicitor of the Post Office Depart- 
{ment on January 8, 1936. 
| Air Line Pilots Association, Inter- 


|national, was also advised of this | 
| e i 
| hearing, and pursuant to these no- 


| tices, the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
|tion, International, and Braniff 
| Airways, Inc., appeared before the 
| Solicitor on January 8, 1936. In 
view of the fact that ‘the operation 
of the air mail is under the Bu- 
reau of the Second Assistant Post- 
master General, it considered 
appropriate that the Second Assist- 
ant, Mr. Branch, should participate 
in the hearing and enter into the 
decision of questions of facts but 
not of law and the hearing pro- 
ceeded before Karl A. Crowley, So- 
licitor of the Post Office Depart- 
ment; Walter E. Kelly, Assistant 
to the Solicitor; and Harllee 
Branch, Second Assistant Postmas- 
ter General. The Air Line Pilots 
| Association, International, was 
represented by its attorney, Lionel 
| George Thorsness. The contractor, 
| Braniff Airways, Inc., was repre- 
sented by its President, T. E. 
| Braniff, and Attorneys W. I. Den- 
|ning, Roger Whiteford, and John 
|W. Cross. The Government was 
| represented by Paul D. Page, Jr., 
| Assistant Solicitor of the Post Of- 
| fice Department. 

| Evidence was introduced and ar- 
| gument had on behalf of the Air 
|Line Pilots Association, Interna- 
|tional, and Braniff Airways, Inc. 
| Evidence gathered by post office 
inspectors was also placed in the 
record on behalf of the Govern- 
ment. 


is 


The specific contention of the 


| hearing would be held before the | 


The | 











_ DR. GRE 
Air Line Pilot 
COLUMNIST 


BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 

Dr. Ralph Greene, member of 
the Society of Psychiatrists, the 
American 





CONGRESSMAN MEAD 








Neurological Society, 
of the foremost 
psychiatrists and neurologists and 
a recognized authority on aero- 
medicine, has generously consented 
to write a monthly column for The 
AIR LINE PILOT. Dr. Greene is 
a licensed pilot and 
needs no introduction to our mem- 
bership. His long and 
service to the Air 
known to all of us. 

Dr. Greene’s 
doubtedly of tremendous 
value to our members. Pilots are 
too often timid about discussing 
their intimate personal problems 
with their aero-medical 
for it will 
their piloting 
Greene, 


one country’s 


transport 


valuable 
Line Pilots is 
column will un- 
prove 


advisers, 
adversely affect 
status. With Dr. 
such hesi- 
Your inquiries 
will be regarded as strictly confi- 
dential, and you will thus receive 
the benefit of advice from a quali- 


fear 


however, 
tancy need be felt. 


no 
} 


| 
| | fied aero-medical surgeon, without 

the that 
| mally exist. 


reservations might nor- 





In his introductory column this 
month, Dr. Greene explains how he 
He will 
tell you what to do and what NOT 
| to do in order to keep in first class 
| physical 





can help our members. 


| 
| 





condition and lengthen 


ithe valuable years of your flying 


MEAD BILL H.R. 11399 WILL 


|life. We strongly urge that you 

|take full advantage of Dr. 

° eye ° e | Greene’s extensive knowledge and 
Provide Military Training forewing 


, Dr. Greene’s first article appears 
The course will center around! on page 4 of this issue. 

| 
training of all pilots and copilots | line pilot’s work fits him in an es- | 
employed in carrying the air mail, | pecial way for this detail. ‘Aerial | 


as a means of increasing our na-| bombardment,” said Mr. Mead, 


Mr. 
bill to provide for the military | bombardment operations, as an air 


Mead today introduced a| 








long 





tional defense. In discussing the | “calls for range cruising, | for Plane 

bill, Mr. Mead said: “We are| night flying, flying by instrument | 

training our air-line pilots to fly|and radio direction beams, famil- CRASH 

in all kinds of weather and in all|iarity with terrain, accuracy in | 

zones. We have them in the arc-| reaching an objective. And who| — 

tic region. We have them in the | could be better adapted for this | While flying his regular run be- 
tropics. We have them flying over | Service than our air mail pilots? |tween Chicago and Omaha for 
the oceans and over our mountain- | Collectively, they have a very mi-;United Air Lines, David L. 
ous terrain. It seems to me we|nute knowledge of every square | Behneke, head of the Air Line 
ie a a i eetia of temein of the entire | Pilots Association, was compelled 
are depriving ourselves of a very | Mit ‘ _+| by motor failure to make a forced 
valuable asset to our national de- | United States and Alaska. Most 





fense by not giving them regular 
military training. We 


yearly 


|of the air line pilots come direct 
\from Army schools, and their ex- 
| pensive training will be lost to the 


| landing at Western Springs, III., in 
| bad weather on the night of De- 
|cember 20, 1934. 


should establish a school and a re- 


ee som Prarie angered ggg serve corps so that these men who 
compensation being paid by Bran- | fly in our domestic transport serv- 
iff Airways, Inc., for services of | ice could become part of the Army 
| co-pilots was $150.00 per month, | personnel.” 

and that the payment of such com-| Under the bill, these pilots who 
| pensation violated the law and the sy oe elie 
: ; 3 | fly the mail will leave their work 
; contracts, which required co-pilots | 

|to be paid a flat salary of $190.00 | for one month each year and go 
| per month for the first six months | to 4 military training field for in- 
'of employment, $210.00 for the|Struction in military tactical avia- 
|second six months, and $225.00| tion. It shall be the duty of every 
| per month thereafter. | air-mail contractor to release his 


Government unless some provision | 
is made to maintain their training | Under practically zero-zero con- 
| and hold them available in case of |ditions, during a snowstorm, the 
/a national emergency. These air! plane came to rest in a group of 
— pilots would augment ye ref-|large trees, and death to all on 
ular aviation corps, and almost | hoard was narrowly averted. Pilot 
|double the number of available | Ronncke sustained serious injuries 
| pilots skilled in military tactics, at |and Copilot Kenneth Quayle suf- 
| the comparatively small cost of | fered minor scratches about the 
/only one month’s pay and allow-| face. The one passenger and the 
ences. | stewardess escaped without injury. 
| “Air line pilots are accustomed | Although according to the Depart- 
|to flying long distances on their| ment of Commerce report, “major 


Pilot Alone Injured 


inspectors from pilots (as disting- 
uished from co-pilots) alleged that 
| Braniff Airways, Inc., was not pay- 
ing its pilots in accordance with 
the requirements of its contracts 
and section 13 of the Air Mail Act 
of June 12, 1934, as amended. 
These affidavits were introduced in 
evidence and due notice and op- 
portunity afforded the contractor 
to rebut the evidence therein con- 
tained. 

Specifically, the contention as to 
these affidavits was that pilots had 
not received the increase of 
$200.00 for each year of service 

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 





Affidavits secured by post office | 


employees for this training, under 
rules and regulations promulgated 
by the Postmaster General. The 
military instruction itself will be 
under the jurisdiction of the Sec- 
retary of War and will be given at 
a field designated for this particu- 
lar purpose. The Government will 
pay the pilots while in training, 
and all pilots will be required to 
attend the training school after | 
having flown the mail for one year. | 
They will be commissioned in the | 
Army and be subject to call to| 
active duty in time of war. They 
will be known as a separate unit, 
called the Air Line Pilots’ Reserve, 
and will be a component part of | 
the Army. 





|regular assignments; they fly by 
| night as easily as by day; they fly 
| by instrument and by radio beams; 
|they fly on schedule; they know 
every feature of the terrain, every 
hill and every depression, and 
reaching a military objective would 
‘present no greater obstacles to 
| them than do their present sched- 
'uled transport operations. 
“Handling a bomber would be 
little different from handling a 
modern passenger plane, for they 
are designed along the same lines; 
in fact our modern air line planes 
could be easily converted into 
bombers by utilizing the passenger 
compartment for fuel, bomb bays, 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 


damage to the aircraft” resulted, 
the plane was rebuilt and again 
placed in service. 

The Department of Commerce 
report clearly exonerates the pilot, 
stating “the left engine slowed 
down to the point that a forced 
landing was inevitable. During 
this time efforts were made by both 
pilot and copilot to keep the en- 
gines running.” 


Praises Copilot 
Pilot Behncke pays warm trib- 
ute to his copilot, who did every- 
thing humanly possible to assist in 
the landing and was absolutely 
calm in the face of danger. 
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 5) 
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SPRING FEVER 
I am writing this article with more or less of an attack of spring 
fever. 











As you know President Behncke is still in Washington where he 


and Ed Hamilton are doing a lot of good work. 

Well, it won’t be long now and we'll have the Cubs and the Sox 
back in town, which of course should mean “good-bye” to the snow 
and ice. 





PLANS FLIGHT 
Clyde Pangborn, only flier to make a non-stop flight from 
Japan to the United States, is planning to lower the round the 
world flight record. 
Test flights will begin around June, and the proposed itinerary 
will be from Florida, flying to Russia via Newfoundland, Iceland 
and the Scandinavian peninsula. 





YOUNG FLIER 
Nine month old Welch Pierce took to the air when he made his 
first visit to his grandparents in Boston, flying from Chicago aboard a 
TWA liner. 





BIG AIR SHOW 

Southern California staged the first aircraft show for 1936 and 
during its nine days of operation over 90,000 people bought 
tickets. 

One of the attractions commanding much interest was the new 
Douglas sleeper. So great was the interest in this huge flying 
machine that the exhibitors were forced to build a runway and 
station guides as well as guards to send thousands by in a single 
file. More than 50,000 persons examined this plane alone. 





ROCKET TESTS 
Two short rocket flights, said to be the first ever made in this 


country, were successfully concluded recently at Greenwood Lake, | 


N. Y., when six thousand letters carrying special stamps were carried 
by the rocket ships. 

The first ship was launched by a catapult but the second rose under 
its own power and like the first plane flew about 200 feet at an altitude 
of about forty feet. 





NEW FLEET 
Thirty-three Martin bombers are to be delivered to the Air 
Corps base at Mitchell Field, L. 1., which will give New York City 
its first adequate protection against an attack by air. 





FIND REDFERN? 

Information has been sent to the State Department indicating that 
Paul Redfern, Georgia aviator who disappeared nine years ago while 
attempting a non-stop flight from Brunswick, Ga., to Brazil, is still 
alive in the jungles of British Guiana. 

According to Art Williams, American aviator, there are grounds to 
believe that Redfern is being concealed by the Indians, who look upon 
Redfern as some sort of a god. 





MITCHELL DIES 

Brig. General William E. Mitchell died unexpectedly on Feb- 
ruary 20 in a New York hospital of heart disease. 

General Mitchell was 57 years old at the time of his death and 
was also the first American officer to fly over the enemy’s line in 
the World War. 

Because of his outspoken criticism of service planes General 
Mitchell was court-martialed and suspended from the service, 
which action caused him to immediately resign his commission and 
turn lecturer. 





NIGHT MAIL 
A coast to coast overnight flight marked the fifteenth anniversary 
of night flying by U. S. transport planes. pee 
Pilots Jack Knight and Frank Yager of United Air Lines who flew 
the first night air mail in 1921 took part. 





END POLAR TRIPS 
Lincoln Ellsworth, American explorer, who was rescued near 
the South Pole with his pilot Hollick-Kenyon, has indicated that 
his polar jaunts are over. ; 
Ellsworth also is of the opinion that 100 years of mapping and 
surveying remain to be done in order that science may benefit an 
dovetail the discoveries of explorers and scientists. 





AIR TRAINS 
An old friend of mine, Gene Morgan, writing for the Chicago Daily 
News, tells of an air train towing five gliders at a height of almost two 
miles over Moscow, which presumably establishes a record as previous 
air trains travelled between 500 and 600 meters. 





RUTH NICHOLS 
Ruth Nichols, virtually recovered from serious injuries, plans 
to resume flying and hopes to make a long distance flight. 
Details of the flight for the present remain a secret. 





3 CENT MAIL 
ustralian postal department intends to install three cents an 
wane i pot a Sydney, Melbourne and other capitals, which 
will cost about $15,000,000 to establish. 





POSTAGE WEIGHT 
Affixi f ta tamps on letters, especially those contain- 
ing candace aia adeae the overweight, and the oe 
and the postal authorities in countries like the Congo, the Malay 
Peninsula and are in dispute on the question of whether 


the weight of the postage stamps should be reckoned in with that 
M. A. RODDY. 


of the letter to be carried by air. 


BRANIFF 
Findings 


OF FACT 


(Continued from Page 3) 





provided by Decision No. 83 of 
the National Labor Board, which 
has been incorporated by refer- 
ence in the Air Mail Act of June 
12, 1934, as.amended, and into all 
contracts for the carriage of air | 
mail. Based upon the evidence at} 








the hearing the following findings 
of fact have been made: 

“In the matter of the complaint | 
of the Air Line Pilots Association, | 
International, vs. Braniff Airways, | 
Inc., contractor for Air Mail 
Routes 9 and 15. | 

Findings of Fact | 

“We, the having | 
fully considered the evidence pre- 
sented in this matter, together with | 
the arguments of counsel, find the 

facts to be as follows: 

“(1) Braniff Airways, Inc., is an 
air-mail contractor holding con- 
tracts for routes AM 9 and AM 15. 
Route AM 9 extends from Chicago, 
Illinois, to Dallas, Texas, and re- 
turn, via Kansas City, Missouri, 
Wichita, Kansas, Ponca City, Okla- 

thoma, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
and Fort Worth, Texas. Route 
AM 15 extends from Amarillo, 
Texas, to Brownsville, Texas, and | 
return via Wichita Falls, Fort 
Worth, Waco, Austin, Houston, 
Galveston, San Antonio, and Cor- 
pus Christi, Texas. This contract | 
for route AM 15 was obtained by 
Braniff Airways, Inc., from Long 
and Harmon, Inc., on December 
7, 1934, together with certain air- 
planes, motors, supplies, tools, fur- 
niture and lease contracts held in! 
connection with landing fields, for 
a consideration of $50,000 in cash 
and $5,000 in 500 shares of the| 
common stock of Braniff Airways, | 
Inc., at the par value of $10.00! 
per share. 

(2) The contractor, Braniff | 

| Airways, Inc., admitted that its co- 
pilots have been paid and are be- 
|ing paid a flat salary of $150.00 
| per month, and have not been paid 
|and are not being paid a flat sal- 


undersigned, 


} 


|ary of $190.00 per month for the |; 


| first six months of employment; 
$210.00 for the second six months; 


| and $225.00 per month thereafter. 
| (3) Claude Seaton commenced 
| work as a pilot of Braniff Air- 
| ways, Inc., on August 15, 1931, 
|and has been in the employ of 
| Braniff Airways, Inc., continuously 
since that date. His rate of base 
pay at the time of this hearing was 
$1,600 per annum. 

“Merrill Brock commenced work 
| for Braniff Airways, Inc., as a pi- 
lot on January 1, 1935, and since 
February 1, 1935, has received 
base pay at the rate of $1,600 per 
| annum. 

“Arthur Mills commenced serv- 
\ice for Braniff Airways, Inc., in 
| May or June, 1934, and has been 
jcontinuously in the employ of 
| Braniff Airways, Inc. He has re- 
ceived base pay at the rate of $1,- 
600 per annum. 

“R. V. Carleton commenced 
service as a pilot for Braniff Air- 
ways, Inc., on June 9, 1931, and 
has been continuously in the serv- 
ice since. His rate of base pay 
has never been in excess of $1,600 
per annum. 


“Gordon Darnell commenced 
service as a pilot for Braniff Air- 
ways, Inc., in May or June, 1934, 
and has remained continuously in 
the service. His rate of base pay 
has never been in excess of $1,600 
per annum. 

“Ted Colbert commenced serv- 
ice as a pilot for Braniff Airways, 

















In response to a request for a 
series of articles dealing with 
health problems of air line pilots, 
the writer is glad to accept an in- 
vitation to prepare the subject 
matter. 

Having been interested, from 
the beginning of the program of 
aviation medicine, in the human 
aspects of flying, it will be a pur- 
pose to voice late medical thought, 
to offer conservative advice, to 
suggest means of preserving health 
and general welfare of pilots, and 
to offer probable means of avoid- 


ing detrimental influences that 
may shorten professional flying 
careers. 


It must be remembered that a 
flight surgeon cannot presume to 
diagnose or treat illnesses by cor- 
respondence. It is possible to give 
general advice on health problems 
and in specific instances to suggest 
the type of physician best suited 
to treat the particular patient. 

With the facts as are presented 
about a health r itter, the writer 
will attempt to advise what he 
would do if the same emergency 
existed among his own loved ones. 

In the writer’s experience, cer- 
tain pilots are timid about dis- 
cussing with the doctor medical 
matters, involving intimate person- 
al problems, for fear of becoming 
disqualified medically for Depart- 
ment of Commerce pilot’s license. 
In such cases, if the pilot will write 
me, in care of The AIR LINE 
PILOT, 3145 W. 68rd St., Chi-| 
cago, Ill., the letter will receive | 
prompt attention and a personal 
reply under the protective status | 
of a confidential relationship be- 
tween patient and doctor. This| 
service is extended to all pilots and | 
to members of their families. I! 
shall consult the opinions of many | 
of the outstanding medical author- | 
ities before answering the ques- 
tions in doubtful cases. | 


In order that pilots may under- 
stand the reasons for the several 
steps of the 


|its relation to flying but frequent- 


Department of Com- 


merce medical examination, an ef- 
fort will be made, in articles to 
follow, to explain in layman’s lan- 
guage the reason and significance 
of the whole procedure. Certain 
pilots have ideas about health and 


ly the impressions are erroneous 
and may not be based on scientific 
reasoning. 

Pilots express themselves re- 
garding the effects of altitude fly- 
ing. Few seem to realize the in- 
sidious and rapidly harmfui action 
of the effects of lack of oxygen. 
It is exceptional to observe a pilot 
who realizes that in flying at high 
altitudes he may become seriously 
ill and fatigued from slight carbon 
monoxide contamination of the 
air; a contamination so weak that 
its effects at low altitudes would 
be more or less transitory and 
harmless. 


The Schneider Index seems to 
cause a “jittery” reaction among 
the pilots. This test will be ex- 
plained as the “yard stick” with 
which it is possible to measure 
one’s degree of physical efficiency. 
The test, if it shows a low reading, 
may demonstrate the effects of 
wear and tear long before the pilot 
is conscious of signs of fatigue. 
Fatigue lowers human _ perform- 
ance. The avoidance of fatigue is 
one of the great problems of fly- 
ing. 

If pilots can be encouraged to 
lean upon the flight surgeon and 
not to conceal facts or depreciate 
the medical effort in his behalf, 
he will have a much better pros- 
pect of preserving his health and 
of prolonging his active flying pro- 
fessional career. 

If the proposed “health sugges- 
tions” result in helping the pilot in 
his effort to remain healthy, happy 
and efficient, we doctors who are 
interested in him will experience a 
satisfaction which will constitute 
an adequate reward for the effort 
expended in his behalf. 
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—DOCTOR RALPH GREENE. 








ILLINOIS PILOTS ASSOCIATION NOTES 


Affiliated with ALPA 





BY PILOT W. 


The weather has not been very 
kind to the aviation field operators 
or pilots for the last month. There 
were very few good flying days 
and then the public was unable to 
get through the roads to the fields. | 

Brother DeWitt now has the) 
agency for the Rearwin light plane | 
which has become very popular for 
training at low cost. He was suc-| 
cessful in selling one to Mike Caf- | 


farello at Municipal Airport, Chi- | 


A. McHALE 





Questionnaire 





About February 5, the Sub- 
Committee on Air Safety of the 
House of Representatives, headed 


| by Congressman James M. Mead, 


sent a questionnaire composed of 
| Some thirty questions having to do 
with increased safety on the air 


cago. Mike still conducts the Blue | lines. This questionnaire is gener- 
Bird Air Service, taxi and instruc- | ally regarded as being very com- 


tion. 
Taxi Work 


Joe Bailey and Oscar Hammel 
are on the taxi work and C. R. 
Johnson is instructing. Stinson, 


| plete. 


| Congressman Mead now reports 
| that the returns on the question- 
|naire have been very satisfactory 
|and that the clear cut and con- 


Harlem, Elmhurst, Lombard, River structive answers indicate the pi- 
Road, Wilson and Ravenswood are|lots are taking a deep interest. 
getting a little business but I can-| Tabulations and analyses of the 


not vouch for Palwaukee, Curtiss, 
etc., as I believe they are north of 
the Arctic Circle and Brothers Art 
Chester, Cliff Condit and the rest 
of the fellows dug themselves in 
after the Xmas Aviation Goodfel- 
low program and are waiting to 
see what Mr. Groundhog is going 
to do before they come out. 
Good Luck 


The writer has not had a chance 
to see Art Chester lately to see 





Inc., in 1918 and left the service 
of the company on August 20, 
1935. He has never received a 
rate of base pay in excess of $1,- 
600 per annum. 

“Vernon I. Powers has been 
continuously employed as a pilot 
for Braniff Airways, Inc., since 

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) 








what his plans are for the coming 
racing season but if he improves 
his racing ships as much this year 
as last he should have a very 
profitable year. 

We wish him all the luck in the 
world and we extend that to the 
other Illinois pilots who ran away 
with the air races last year. 





| answers are being made. 
Mail Answers 


The original deadline for return 
of the questionnaire to Mr. Mead 
was set for February 15, but it is 
| still not too late to hand in your 
| questionnaire and have it accepted 
by the sub-committee. Any out- 
standing questionnaire should im- 
mediately be sent in by air mail. 

Public safety, as well as the pi- 
lots’ safety and working condi- 
tions, will be directly affected by 
the work of the sub-committee, as 
the result of the questionnaires, so 
it is important that the return be 
100%. 

The House Sub-Committee on 
Air Safety has announced that 
hearings will be held in the near 
future. 





Act “Tc 
to estab 
a repor 
mending 
lic No. 
proved . 
the pro 
to the 4 
into law 
this con 
407) 
iff Airw: 
to the . 
questing 
lations ¢ 
co-pilots 
ployees 
affected 
Board ] 
vised in 
bor Rel: 
lations | 
were lai 
the Nat 
than a 3 
“On | 
iff Airw 
tional I 
questing 
the rate 
was adv 
tional I 
‘unable 
or othe: 
rulings 
Labor | 
Labor F 
“(8) 
for thi 
about § 
to secu! 
which 
Decisio1 
that the 
there v 
to the ] 
itself, 
(9) 
Braniff, 
Airway: 
to a p 
and reh 
mail ra 












yn, an ef- 
rticles to 
1an’s lan- 
nificance 

Certain 
ealth and 
frequent- 
erroneous 
scientific 


elves re- 
itude fly- 
ze the in- 
fui action 
f oxyge 
ve a pilot 
g at high 
seriously 
ht carbon 
1 of the 
weak that 
les would 
itory and 


seems to 
on among 
ill be ex- 
ick” with 
measure 
efficiency. 
vw reading, 
affects 
e the pilot 
f fatigue. 
perform- 
fatigue 
ms of fly- 


of 


uraged to 
rgeon and 
depreciate 
‘is behalf, 
tter pros-f 
ealth and 
lying pro- 


th sugges- 
he pilot in 
thy, happy 
s who are 
perience a 
constitute 
the effort 


GREENE. 


OTES 





February, 1 936 


THE AIR LINE PILOT 





Five 

















ALPA SCORES VICTORY IN BRANIFF AIRWAYS, INC. PAY HEARINGS 


TESTIMONY SHOWS 
NLB Made Scale 


(Continued from Page 4) 
1932. He receives base pay at the 
rate of $1,600 per annum. 

“Melvin W. Sellmeyer has been 
employed as a pilot by Braniff Air- 
August, 1934, 
and receives base pay at the rate 
of $1,600 per annum. 

(4) The uncontroverted evi- 
dence introduced at this hearing is 
that compensation for tne services 
of pilots paid by all air-mail con- 
tractors in the United States ex- 
cept Braniff Airways, Inc., in- 
cludes a rate of base pay of $1,600 
a year, with an increase of $200 
for each year of service, up to a 
maximum of $3,000. The increase 
of $200 for each year of service 
has not been made by Braniff Air- 
ways, Inc., in the case of those pi- 
lots who have served Braniff Air- 
ways, Inc., one year or more. 

(5) The uncontroverted evi- 
lence introduced at this hearing 
is that compensation for the serv- 
ices of co-pilots paid by all air- 
mail contractors in the United 
States except Braniff Airways, 
Inc., is paid at the rate of $190.00 


ways, Inc., since 


per month for the first six months | 
the | 


of employment, $210.00 for 
econd six months, and $225.00 
per month thereafter. 

(6) The contracts of Braniff 
Airways, Inc., covering routes 
\M 15 and AM 9 contain the fol- 
lowing provisions: 

*““*11. The undersigned contrac- 
tor further agrees that the rate of 
compensation and the working con- 
ditions and relations for all pilots, 
mechanics, and laborers employed 


| by it shall conform to decisions of 


the National Labor Board: Pro- 
vided, that this agreement shall 
not be construed as restricting the 
right of collective bargaining on 
the part of its employees. 

“12. The undersigned contrac- 
tor further agrees that it will com- 
ply with all the provisions of the 
Act “To revise air-mail laws, and 
to establish a commission to make 
a report to the Congress recom- 
mending an aviation policy” (Pub- 
lic No. 308, 73d Congress, ap- 
proved June 12, 1934), and with 
the provisions of any amendment 
to the Act which may be enacted 
into law. during any extension of 


| this contract.’ 


) lations governing the pay of pilots, | 
co-pilots, and of any other em-| 


the Sub- 
aty of the 
es, headed & 
M. Mead, 
mposed of 
ving to do 
on the air 
e is gener- 
very com- 


“(7) On August 31, 1935, Bran- 
iff Airways, Inc., addressed a letter 
to the National Labor Board re- 
questing a “copy of complete regu- 


ployees of air-transport companies 
affected by the National Labor 
Board Regulations,” and was ad- 
vised in return by the National La- 
bor Relations Board that the regu- 
lations governing the pay of pilots 
were laid down in an awarding by 
the National Labor Board ‘more 


| than a year ago.’ 


Ow reports 
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“On September 20, 1935, Bran- 
iff Airways, Inc., wrote to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board re- 
questing specific information as to 
the rate of pay for co-pilots and 
was advised in return that the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board was 
‘unable to make any interpretation 
or otherwise to handle any of the 
rulings or decisions of the National 
Labor Board or the old National 
Labor Relations Board.’ 

(8) W. I. Denning, an attorney 
for the Braniff Airways, . Inc., 
about September, 1934, attempted 
to secure copies of the proceeding 
which resulted in Labor Board 
Decision No. 83, but was informed 
that there was no record and that 
there was nothing to be released 
to the public other than the order 
itself. 

“(9) On October 26, 1935, T. E. 
Braniff, as President of Braniff 
Airways, Inc., executed and swore 


to a petition for re-examination } 


and rehearing with respect to air- 
mail rates on routes AM 9 and 


| 
| 
| 


AM 15 for the purpose of secur- | 
ing increases in these rates. This | 
petition, subsequently filed before 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, contains a reference to ‘in- 
creased pay for pilots and co-pilots 
for length of service.’ 

“(10) On or about January 11, 
1935, the Air Line Pilots Associa- | 
tion, International, filed a com-| 
plaint against Braniff Airways, | 
Inc., alleging that Braniff Airways, 
Inc., was violating its contract in 
that it was then paying its pilots 
at a rate less than that prescribed 
by Labor Board Decision No. 83. 

3raniff Airways, Inc., admitted 
its failure to pay the prescribed 
scale, and on January 23, 1935, 
addressed to the Solicitor of the 
Post Office Department a letter 
stating that: 

“Our pilots are being notified | 
|that on and after February 1, | 
1935, they will be paid the scale | 
of wages fixed by the National La- | 
bor Board.’ 

“Harllee Branch, 
“W. E. Kelly, 
“Karl A. Crowley.” | 











Under the facts found, there are | 
presented two questions of law:| 
First, does the rate of compensa- 
|tion paid by Braniff Airways, Inc., 
to its pilots constitute compliance | 
with section 13 of the Air Mail 
Act; and, second, does the rate of 
compensation paid by Braniff Air- 
ways, Inc., to its co-pilots consti- 
tute compliance with section 13 of 
the Air Mail Act and section 11 of 
its contracts? 

Section 13 reads as follows: 

“Tt shall be a condition upon the 
holding of any air-mail contract 
that the rate of compensation and 
the working conditions and rela- 
tions for all pilots and other em- 
ployees of the holder of such con- 
tract shall conform to decisions 
heretofore or hereafter made by 
the National Labor Board, or its 
successor in authority, notwith- 
standing any limitation as to the 
period of its effectiveness included 
in any such decision heretofore 
rendered. This section shall not 
be construed as restricting the 
right of any such employees by 
collective bargaining to obtain 
higher rates of compensation or 
more favorable working conditions 
and relations.” 


The amendment of section 13 by 
the Act of August 14, 1935, con- 
firmed the opinion of the Postmas- | 
ter General, rendered on Decem- 
| ber 7, 1984, in the Long and Har- 
mon case, wherein it was held that 
section 13 required all air-mail 
contractors to comply with Labor 
Board Decision No. 83 regardless 
of whether or not such air-mail 
contractors were parties to the 
proceeding before the Labor 
| Board. 
| Labor Board Decision No. 83 
provides, with respect to pilots’ 
pay, in part that “the rate of base 
pay shall be $1,600 a year with an 
increase of $200 for each year of 
service up to a maximum of $3,- 
000.” The provision for an in- 
crease in the rate of pay of $200 
for each year of service is what is 
known as a seniority increase. In 
other words, it is intended that 
within limits the base pay of each 
pilot shall increase proportionately 
to his length of service with the 
company. This is an encourage- 
ment to the pilot to remain with 
his company and is conducive to 
loyalty between employer and em- 
ployee and makes for increased 
efficiency and stability in the air- 
transport industry. The evidence 
in this case conclusively shows 
that a number of the pilots of 
Braniff Airways, Inc., among them 
Pilots Seaton, Brock, Mills, Carle- 
ton, Darnell, Colbert, Powers, and 
Sellmeyer, have been continuously 
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Excellent Editorial 


HEARST NEWSPAPERS 
Laud Post Office 








The AIR LINE PILOT through the courtesy of the Chicago 
Herald and Examiner is re-publishing the following fine article 
which appeared in the great chain of newspapers owned by Mr. 
William Randolph Hearst. 











(Chicago Herald and Examiner, Feb. 28, 1936.) 


The United States Post Office Department has an- 
nounced the decision that Braniff Airways, Inc.—air mail 
carrier on Routes 9 and 15 between Chicago and Texas— 
must either pay its pilots and co-pilots at the rate pre- 
scribed by the national labor board or forfeit its contract. 


The decision is not only of momentous importance to 
the nation’s valiant civil aviators; it should play a vital 
role in the program for an adequate national defense. 


Public safety, as the decision itself sets forth, calls for 
pilots of high character and great skill who subject them- 
selves to the rigors of a life where physical and mental 
efficiency must be kept at their highest peak, for upon 
them depends the safety of the most precious cargo man 
can carry—his fellow beings. 


“Day and night, ” declared Karl A. Crowley, solicitor 
of the Post Office Department, ‘‘these men hold the lives 
of their fellow men and their own lives in their hands. 


“They merit and must receive the protection which 
Congress has sought to give them.” 


In connection with the national defense, Congressman 
James Mead of New York is now considering a bill to pro- 
vide that air line pilots receive one month’s active service 
at a regular air corps training school each year, so that in 
case of emergency this great group of skilled fliers would 
be available as military personnel. 


Such student-pilots, under the Mead proposal, would 
be attached to the active air reserves, with compensation. 


Speaking before the House on the army appropriations 
bill recently, Congressman Mead declared: 


“These pilots would augment the military personnel 
we now have. They would increase the number 75 to 
100 per cent and would give us the very best personnel 
possible for aviation.” 


* * * 


He pointed out that many of these men saw world 
war service, told how they had aided in developing the 
efficiency and safety of both civil and military flying and 


offered conclusive evidence that these men would be vital-| 


ly helpful in time of war. 


“Expert pilots,” he further declared, “‘have attested to 
the fact that modern transports would be suitable as bomb- 
ing planes and would require but little conversion, being 
built along the same lines as the bomber. The passenger 
compartment could be utilized for carrying bombs and 
fuel for long-distance flying. Bomb racks could be built 
beneath the plane. 


“We ought to train these men in the art of military 
flying and we could do it with a minimum appropriation, 
adding another thousand pilots to the Army Air Corps 
and improving our national defense.” 


* * * 


Congressman Mead’s argument has been confirmed by 
Capt. David L. Behncke, president of the Air Line Pilots’ 
Association and wartime flier, who pointed out that both 
the decision and the Mead proposal are consistent with the 
policies of the Hearst newspapers, which have always 
stood for sound development of aviation, adequate national 
air defense, and public safety in air travel. 


The decision is deserving of the highest commendation 
and the plan of Congressman Mead to add this fine body 
of civil aviators to the national defense personnel should 
receive the support of every right-thinking citizen. 





| 
| 


HAMILTON 


Outlines 


‘CAPITAL NEWS 
FOR BRANIFF DECISION — 





(Continued from Page 1) 
the Copeland committee, after its 
| chairman, recently conducted hear- 
|ings lasting a week. A number of 
representatives of the air lines ap- 
peared before the committee, but 
perhaps the most colorful testi- 
mony was given by investigators 
for the committee. Among the in- 
| vestigators to testify were Karl 
Dolan, formerly with the Post Of- 
fice Department, and a Mr. Payne 
who is connected with Air Tech. 
Dolan gave some very interest- 
ing facts and figures tending to 
show the comparative safety rec- 
ords of different types of planes, 
individual air lines, and the pro- 
gression of safety through the 
years. Payne had just completed 
a tour over a few of the lines and 
| cited a number of specific instances 
where the airway facilities sup- 
plied by the Department of Com- 
merce were totally lacking or func- 
| tioning so poorly as to be of no 
|value. He made mention of the 
| fact that he had been a passenger 
|on an 8-place tri-motor airplane 
'which had only one pilot. This he 
thought was a flagrant violation of 
ordinary standards of safety and 
| strongly recommended that co-pi- 
lots be supplied on all passenger 
| planes; a very sensible conclusion. 
The Department of Commerce 
came in for some very frank and 
| very rough handling at his hands, 
but he was high in his praise of the 
|air line pilots. Particularly was he 
|impressed with the manner in 
| which. the Northwest Airlines’ pi- 
|lots performed under very severe 
|climatic handicaps and with a 
|minimum of airway aids. Warm 
| praise from one who apparently is 
| not new to aviation. In earnest 
|and impassioned speech he de- 
| nounced the low salaries paid to 
| airway employes of the Depart- 
;ment as ridiculous, citing some as 
low as $25 per month. In con- 
cluding his remarks he very ex- 
pressively, and in approved aero- 
nautic “slanguage,” characterized 
the Department’s flivver plane as 
“an all-concrete no-purpose air- 
plane.” 
Delay Hearings 


The Copeland hearings have 
been temporarily postponed but 
are expected to continue in the 
near future, at which time it is 
|anticipated that ALPA will be 
|heard. In the meantime the com- 
mittee has asked for, and it is ru- 
mored that it will be granted, an 
additional $25,000. The Depart- 
ment of Commerce has yet to be 
heard from and undoubtedly it will 
have much to say about the many 
none too nice things said about it. 


Mead Bill 


| Congressman James Mead, who 
is usually one jump ahead in avia- 
tion legislation, recently intro- 
duced a very praiseworthy bill, 
having to do with the training of 
air line pilots in military tactics, 
more complete details of which ap- 
pear elsewhere in this issue. Mr. 
Mead believes that the air line pi- 
lot is a national asset that should 
not be overlooked in time of war. 
His bill is designed to preserve this 
asset by placing all air line pilots 
in the air reserve and giving them 
a month’s training, preferably in 
bombing, once a year. Promotions 
and compensation are adequately 
provided for and all in all this bill 
appears to be the best effort that 
has been made in this direction to 
date. It is difficult to imagine 
how it could be improved upon. 
Here is a simple, direct, inexpen- 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 2) 
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POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT ORDERS BRANIFF TO PAY 





STRESS 


Intent of 


CONGRESS 


(Continued from Page 5) 
in the service of Braniff Airways, 
Inc., for more than one year; and 
that none of them have received 


reas ae 








| generally accepted practice with | which would not apply with equal | 
| respect to seniority increases. It | force to fixing the wages of co-| 


|is held that under section 13 of | 


|the Air Mail Act, air-mail con-|ever in our mind that Congress |. 


| tractors are required to pay air-| 
| line pilots a base rate of $1,600 a| 
| year with an increase of $200.00 | 
‘for each year of continuous serv- | 
ice, computed from the date when | 
| the pilot entered the service of his | 
employer as a pilot, up to a maxi- | 
mum of $3,000, plus an hourly | 
rate of $4.00, $4.20, $4.40, $4.60, 


pilots. There is no doubt what- 


intended to accord to co-pilots the 
same measure of protection which 


| 
| 
| 


it extended to first pilots and other | 


employees of air-mail contractors. 


Braniff Airways, Inc., apparently 





ted by Mr. E. G. Hamilton, the! paid one scale and for an addi- 
representative of the Air Line Pi- | tional period of months he was 
lots Association, as er |paid another scale and for other 
We also have something here | months he was paid still another 


in regard to co-pilots. Flight limi- | scale?” 


tation: It has been the practice} , : — 

|of most companies to fly their co- The Witness: Yes, sir. 

pilots considerably more than first} “Mr. Branch: That was the 
pilots, in some cases, twice asi differential?’ 

much. “The Witness: Yes, sir. That 


does not question this intention of | 
Congress but contends that Con- | 


gress has not successfully carried 


out that intention. It argues that 


“We see no excuse for this, es-| first differential is $190, and the 


pecially in view of the fact that| second is $210, and the highest 

the co-pilot is expos2d to the same . or . 

eanende on the aliete. 2k ts elie scale is $225 under this scale that 
: is in question.” 
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ax Ba . | to assume that if the co-pilot flies co-pilots 
the seniority increase in the base $4.80, and $5.00 for day fiying,|no decision of the National Labor| twice as much as the pilot, that “Mr. Branch: Then the Labor thorized 
rate of pay clearly provided by) 4 $6.00, $6.30, $6.60, $6.90,| Board or its successor in authority his death rate would be twice as Board Decision was passed entirely ed to wi 
Labor Board Decision No. 83. In ¢7 99 and $7.50 for night flying | prescribes a scale of compensation —. pe se ae upon this scale of wages of co- _ 
this particular it is clear that at hourly speeds of under 125 | for co-pilots. It argues especially doa thie se fein Sagi pilots set out in these exhibits pro 
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Department. He added: “It iS | 35 npr igs aditi rai Bs wormed tion of co-pilots’ salaries as well $225 for the second six months. wna was $190 sais oak a ‘ontaine 
the promise and intention of the *° “°°: n addition to putting 4; the salaries of pilots (Tr. P.; “$250 per month thereafter. eerie? ‘ 2 « eee or acts 
- ; . into effect the above scale, it will | first six months, $210 per month ross 
Braniff Airways to pay the Nation- A taseeeee tae Beeelll Aveses 106). | “A flat salary for co-pilots is for the second six months, and United § 
al Labor Board scale of —— Inc., in order to nite ha ii By referring to the record we| satisfactory only if there is a mile- $225 per month tain ; contract 
any deviation from that wou “ * | law, to pay its pilots the difference | find that Labor Board Decision No. | age limitation. If there isno mile-| Jt js also worthy of note that lative te 
a clerical error and not inten-|) oven the sums whi , 83 grew out of a complaint filed | age limitation, this pay should be the yncontrov a oo a ne 
tional.” between the sums which they } Asie’ p the uncontroverted evidence in 
lonal. . ’ should have received wader this| ™™ the National Labor Board by| converted to base pay and mile- this case is that every air-m: ‘ Sectio 
Subsequently, Braniff Airways,’ scale and the sums actually re-, the Air Line Pilots Association, an | age.” contractor in the United States provides 
Inc., advised T. E. Braniff by tele- ceived between the effective date | 2280ciation consisting of ninety or; Obviously, a scale of pay for co-| with the single exception of Rice “Tf a 
gram, which was read into the rec- 4 each air-mail contract and the | "imety-five per cent of all air-line| pilots being an issue before the iff Airways, Incorporated has or know 
ord of this wag that se “from | Present time. pilots then actually engaged in| Labor Board, then “the decision paid and pays its co-pilots accord. of this 
Pwd bee oe poe ra Having disposed of the question scheduled we tramaport, against _of the National Labor Board on ing to this scale. This is surely no shall ha 
date we adoptec National Labor. aD sei aa tah ha a, ele United Air Lines, American Air-| all the issues submitted” was in- mere coincidence, and can mean shall be 
Board scale which was in February“. 1 ee ee z ways, Inc., Transcontinental and | tended lecide the iss ara- , ee s} 
¥ . iS e : ] tended to decide the issue. Para-! only that all air- le actors hall up 
last year: hence lot will re- Sideration of the question of com-| western Air cat . : air-mail contractor: 
ast j > > eee : ste Alr, Ay vaste y. | oye 5 ~ os * Roar = « howe § — . . 7 
ast year bem ce ooo until Pensation of co-pilots. The con- be wen iY Inc Fa stern Air graph 6 of the Labor Board De- but one have interpreted section by a fine 
pe — we tractor contends that no scale of ransport, Inc., and Western Air} cision reads as follows: 13 of the Air Mail Act and Labo or be im 
next month. comapenantion He oA ‘lots te Express, Inc. These five compan- | “The differentials existing on Board Decision No. 83 as venuie- five yeal 
The inferred contention that the been provided and in the slterne- ies placed in effect on October 1, | October 1, 1933, for co-pilots and ing the payment of co pilots ac If, he 
: Nas ke “ is ; ; ‘ig Ras A ¢ rna- 933 ‘ = ae ee oes ; 7 ° JOO, ad Sg 5 ~ ering a Ss ac- , 
seniority of Braniff Airways’ pi ilies: that ‘the vate of compensation 193 , identic al seales of compen-| foy flying over hazardous terrain cording to this scale. cumstan 
lots should be computed from Feb- nail “Cragg bree ater Ww ~ | Sation for pilots and co-pilots.| 5,41) be maintained.” It is held “cord: eral sho 
ruary 1, 1935, is without merit or ere © are| With respect to co-pilots, the|~ . | 3 a Seen, tae th t 
foundation in law. Section 13 of unable to agree. Genta saa ae ollouns The question to be decided is ae 6 of Labor Decision No. sett sige 
: : nae — i i: shether or > rase “the 83, reading: “The di ials isting ct 
the Air Mail Act making Labor! , ™ the Long and Harmon deci- “Co-pilots will receive a flat whether hard _ ‘the phrase “the Lead ae : The differential rar sd : 
a ‘ age sion, it was said that: ee differentials existing on October 1, ©Xisting on October 1, 1933, for B P4vine \ 
Board Decision No. 83 binding ‘!0M 1% Was si at: |salary of $190.00 per month for| 4933 for co-pilots” should be con. C0-Pilots * * diet ten. mani contract 
upon all air-mail contractors be-| “It is clear that the President| the first six months of employ-| 4,” reaping Maggs eng-har “agent PAO e PB panne of the | 
: . ein the Conevess tutende mae | SG , we Y-| strued to mean “the pay-scale ex- tained” means that the pay scale B® é 
came effective on June 12, 1934. | and the Congress intended to enact | ment, $210.00 for the second six!-.: Gatabar c for co-pilots of $19 . sion to 
As of that date, all air-mail con-/| legislation which would maintain) months and $225.00 per month — i ay sage egy sige for tl a Sea ae = tr t 
: es : sents Semaine aiiein i lieaialiedes a ‘ er cree th | pilots.” It is certainly true that for the first six months, $210 per racts U) 
tractors became obligated to pay, wage levels of pilots, mechanics, | thereafter. Co-pilots temporarily : F : tractor 
pe ae 1 laborers Fert BPE) Bao ag piias arte “1 ta) the word “differential” does not month for the second six months, ractor | 
their pilots base pay of $1,600 per!and laborers to a comparable acting as pilots will receive first ee ee “ ) 1 $225 the law 
7 | status with that theretofore obtain-| year pilots rs ern as St! ordinarily signify a ‘pay-scale.” @9@ 225 per month thereafter > oe 
year plus $200.00 for each year of | status with that theretofore obtain- | year pilots rate of pay. In view, however, of the fact that Shall be maintained. This bei this fail: 
= . , — in in the : 1 strv kok ek ‘" : : : ’ ; ‘ - rever, e fac a sné > g >d. s eine 
service with the ampere Air- | Ing AAIEEEY The Air Line Pilots Association | the pay-scale in question was grad- the case, and Congress by the f liberate 
] tract th J 
mail contractors securing their! The effect of the Long and Har-/ protested against the rates put|uated from $190 to $225 per enactment of section 13 of the Air jp SUCh ac 
contracts subsequent to June 12,; mon decision was to hold that this | into effect for pilots and co-pilots th it is by aad Bei Mail Act having made Lab id but imp 
1934, became so obligated as of | intenti f the Chief Executive | alik ; =| month it is by no means aapetelple «os preg mate taper Board Bs 1 
th eff tive d f thei jintention of the Chief Executive alike. As a matter of fact, it was| for it to be referred to as a “dif- Decision No. 83 binding upon all celation 
1-4 . [ _ : ate o } oe con- and the Congress had been carried stipulated by counsel for Braniff | ferential.” To place another con- air-mail contractors, it follows that Brani 
tracts. t was suggested that sen-| into effect by the enactment of | Airways, Inc., that the five com-| structi on the word s in Under the Air Mail A ir- @ ty toa 
bi ote % ted f Aan : ; WATE ruction upon the word as used in Act all air } 
iovity shou e compute rom | section 13 of the Air Mail Act.| panies involved placed in effect a|the Labor Board Decisi rould Mail contractors are ir terstat 
the date when the air-mail con-| As above pointed out, the Lon a stad ‘tas cea é e Labor Board Decision would , Ve S are required to § terstate 
tract was acquired: In other|and Harm eeaRilie bates a &| wage scale for co-pilots on Octo-| make it meaningless and would be P®@Y co-pilots according to this J known ¢ 
words, that a pilot who on the fi d le th erosrawenal repli y, ber 1, 1933, of $190.00 per month |to hold that the Labor Board did Sale and failure so to do consti- Air Ma 
s, a p rme y the subsequent amend- | for the first six months, $210.00| not decide the issue. The only | tutes a violation of the Act. Ob- represer 
date _when his employer secured | ments to section 13. Certainly we|for the second six months, and|way to decide this issue is to pre- viously, the same rule as that in- | Neys in 
an air-mail contract had been in| cannot ascribe to Congress the in- | $225.00 per 6 ier . Gein Page a dicated . “aE i eae ; 
are eta argent we thane ag ik , e to & | $225.00 per month thereafter, and | scribe a pay-scale, and in our opin- | dicated for computing the senior- J 1. Denn 
fv oe = e vid b ip ‘tilted re th | tention of maintaining wage levels | that was the subject matter before | ion, that is what the Labor Board ity of pilots should be employed § The rep 
ive re jeep e entitled to z e| of pilots, mechanics and laborers, | the National Labor Board which| intended to do when it used the |i" computing the seniority of co-[§ tains the 
DoH rate 4 “ea pay as a wed peg at the same time the intention | resulted in Decision No. 83 (Tr., | ill-chosen term “differential.” In pilots, and it is held that this “The 
he wll Pome t Meee pa that | of not maintaining wage levels for| p. 63). It is accordingly clear| addition to the record, we have the method should be followed. It be-§ tion off 
very nf = — “2 ya ee | co-pilots. As a matter of fact, the | that the wage scale for co-pilots|testimony of Mr. David L.|™& admitted that Braniff Airways, § ceeding 
ance wi ' e entire theory of sen- | word pilot, as commonly used in| was an issue submitted to the La-| Behncke, now president of the Air Ine., has failed and now fails tof Board’s 
jenn ‘ceai rg oe rat | the profession, includes and com-| bor Board, and, as a matter of | Line Pilots Association, who was a| PY the scale, but on the contrary M rates of 
= pibcntags Baer Bacay ra | eo penweaP be “rst | fact, we find it specifically submit- | member of the Fact Finding Com- has paid and continues to pay its MH tion do 
e" ’ -| pilot”? alone excepted, the co-pilot | RAEI E RRR ERE ae ee: : co-pilots a flat s 5 oY ® sa 
timony showed that had the date | is the most important employee of | BEtFee which investigated the situ- as ar tf bag uslory of $150 per ( ommis 
ai dh sankneiee Gua aii an : J ation. Mr. Behncke testified in ™onth, it follows that Braniff Air- JJ over th 
q dop | an air-transport _company. He | part as follows: ways, Inc., has violated and is vio-™ but it « 
the date from which seniority was | must be prepared instantly to take | ALPA Emblem “Mr. B are ._ | lating section 13 of the Air Mailf™ rates fi 
to be computed, the result in many | control and operate the plane when : 1 SEAROR: . 5 Nae See this | Act and section 11 of its contract. must 
instances would have been to ef-| the “first pilot” in any way be-| diffe . ntials. my mind. It says the |The contention made that a lower sati "t 
fect Mey substantial decreases in|comes incapacitated; he actually | 1 ony : a aia October 1, | rate of compensation both for pi- the alle 
pilots’ pay, which certainly was | does take control and operate the |.’ ated ae ate and for flying | jot and co-pilots had been arrived thet Oe 
not the intention of Congress in| plane at all times when the pilot shies 8 ous terrain shall be) 5+ py collective bargaining we find Mf need , 
enacting this law. For instance, aldesires relief from the continuous : are : te vipat oe t0\to be entirely without support. of that 
pilot whose base rate of pay prior| strain of operating a transport x. “lb th gg ae pee: agreed UPON The whole record shows that pilots BH reas ; | 
to the day when his employer se-| plane in the air; the co-pilot has Oe re ees aft ene _ seat nnseah Ms and co-pilots were employed indi- ere 
cured an air-mail contract was $2,-| other duties, such as being respon-| ee ete ei The Witness: Yes, sir. vidually and their compensation to ale 
600 ($1,600 plus $200 per year sible for lowering and retracting : Mr. Branch: _What does it mean | fixed by individual contracts and existing 
for five years of service) would landing gear, radio operations, and DES IGN. Ne 5 by the differentials, what does that | not by any collective action upon and co-} 
have found his salary decreased by | in some instances, for performing) | part mean when it refers to the | the pilots’ part. : 
the operation of the law to $1,600. | the duties of a steward. His physi- | | differentials?” It is therefore recommended R bead 
. . " mt x | 3 7 4 2 0 
The bn egpene ~ — cag Non cal qualifications are those re-| HAVE YOU? “The Witness: The scale starts | that Braniff Airways, Inc., be re- IM to - ‘ 
ig ioe rac wea n quired of a first pilot; his training} HAVE YOU PURCHASED) at $190 but it goes to $210 for| quired to conform immediately to payment 
oe rways, a _ =: is the same, and his expenses are | YOUR EMBLEM? If not, it is|the next six months, and at the | section 13 of the Air Mail Act and of app: 
pa Pagan 4 rom poll hy same; his responsibilities may | waiting for you at Headquarters. | end of the year it is $225.” | section 11 of its contract by plac-f month: 
en the employee entere e | at any moment become those of a/| The cost is fifty cents. You may,| “Mr. Branch: The differentials | ing in effect a scale for the pay- > 
service, irrespective of the date) first pilot, and he runs the \j i : : r i on cents p 
, irr 4 irst_ pilot, Same in this way, identify yourself as|then apply to the period that the | ment of co-pilots of $190 for the mile, a» 
renner nye rag 2030 oer oy = a No ae could be — an AIR LINE PILOT in good| co-pilot is flying. In other words, | first six months, $210 for the sec-& iff py 
° e|for fixing the wages of pilots | standing. | for one of so many months he was! (Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) $4,376.$ 
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(Continued from Page 6) 
ond six months, and $225 there- 
after. In order to conforn, it will 
also be necessary for Braniff Aiyz- 
ways, Inc., to pay to its co-pilots 
the difference between what they 
would have received under this 
scale and what they actually have 
received since the inception of the 
contracts with the exception of 
such part of this money due prior 
to February 1, 1935, 
co-pilots acting through their au- 
thorized representatives have elect- 
d to waive. If Braniff Airways, 
Inc., shall fail to comply immedi- 
itely with this decision, then its 


iir-mail contracts should be can- 
‘eled, effective February 25, 1936. 
The entire record shows that 
his contractor has wilfully and 


leliberately failed to comply with 
section 13 of the Air Mail Act and 
ection 11 of its contracts in that 
t has failed to pay either its pilots 


yy its co-pilots according to the, 


provided by the decision of 
he Labor Board. Under these 
facts, the Postmaster General is 
ully authorized to cancel the con- 


cale 


racts. Section 17 of the Air Mail | 
Act reads: 
“The Postmaster General may 


ause any contract to be canceled 
for wilful disregard of or wilful 


failure by the contractor to com- | 


‘ly with the terms of its contract 
r the provisions of law herein 


ontained and for any conspiracy | 


Yr designed to defraud the 


acts 


United States with respect to such | 


ontracts. This provision is cumu- 
itive to other remedies now pro- 
ided by law.” 


Section 19 of the Air Mail Act; 
yrovides: 
“Tf any person shall willfully | 


: knowingly violate any provision 
f this Act his contract, if one 
hall have been awarded to him, 
shall be forfeited, and such person 
shall upon conviction be punished 
by a fine of not more than $10,000 
yr be imprisoned for not more than 
five years, or both.” 

If, however, under all the cir- 
umstances the Postmaster Gen- 
eral should see fit he may permit 
the contractor to preserve its ex- 
sting contracts by instantly com- 
plying with the law. Should the 
contractor, upon being informed 


| of the Postmaster General’s deci- 


sion to forbear to cancel its con- 
tracts upon condition that the con- 
tractor conform immediately with 
the law, fail so to conform, then 
this failure will constitute such de- 
liberate defiance of the law that 
such action will not only justify 


| but imperatively demand the can- 


celation of the contracts. 

Braniff Airways, Inc., was a par- 
ty to a proceeding before the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
known as “‘Air Mail Docket No. 1, 
Air Mail Compensation,” being 
represented by two of its attor- 
neys in this proceeding, William 
I. Denning and John W. Cross. 
The report of this proceeding con- 
tains the following language: 

“The Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion offered evidence in this pro- 
ceeding respecting the Labor 
Board’s decision and the present 
rates of pilots’ pay. The associa- 
tion does not contend that the 
Commission has any jurisdiction 
over the compensation of pilots 
but it does urge that reasonable 
rates for the routes necessarily 
must reflect a reasonable compen- 
sation for pilots as determined by 
the agency specified in the act for 
that purpose. No argument is 
needed to support the soundness 
of that position, and the fair and 
reasonable rates for the routes 
here recommended are so fixed as 
to enable full compliance with the 
existing scale of wages for pilots 
and co-pilots.” 

This decision raised the rates on 
Route 15 from 19% cents per mile 
to 27 cents per mile, a raise “in 
payment to Braniff Airways, Inc., 
of approximately $4,583.37 per 
month; and on Route 9 from 22% 
cents per mile to 28 cents per 
mile, a raise in payments to Bran- 
iff Airways, Inc., of approximately 
$4,376.95 per month. These rates 


which the | 


Findings 


| have been in effect since March 1, 
/1935, or approximately eleven 

months. It is perfectly clear that 
/it was the intention of the Com- 
| mission that a portion of the in- 
;creased payments should be ap- 
|plied by air-mail contractors to 
| provide for payment of pilots ac- 
| cording to the rates prescribed by 
| the Labor Board’s Decision. There 


| vide as it were. 


|can be no justification for failure | 


to apply the necessary amount of 
| the increased compensation to that 
|purpose. As stated by the Presi- 
dent, public safety calls for pilots 
of high character and great skill. 
| The pilots and copilots subject 
|themselves to the rigors of a life 
|where physical and mental effi- 
| ciency must be kept at their high- 
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(Continued from Page 2) 


we suspected, until we discovered 
differently, that he had his brother 
hid inside his clothes with him. 
Sort of taking him along for the 
Summoning help, 
the copilot with mechanical aid, 
retrieved Chamberlain from the 
hole. The point of this story is 
that “Cash” will never know, for 
sure, whether he sustained the 
three broken ribs from his fall into 
the hole or from the wandering 


| heels of his copilot. 


The past month has really been 


|}a cold one on our western division, 


|est peak, for upon them depends | 


|the safety of the most precious 
|cargo man can carry, 
| beings. Day and night these men 
|hold the lives of their fellow men 
and their own lives in their hands. 
They merit and must receive the 
| protection which Congress has 
sought to give them. Congress 
intended that pilots and co-pilots 
should receive compensation ac- 


| cording to the rates prescribed by | 


| the National Labor Board Decision. 
The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
| sion fixed rates for these routes so 
as to enable full compliance with 
the scale in question. This is the 
only instance which has_ been 
brought to the attention of the 
| Department where a_ contractor 
now carrying air mail fails to pay 
| pilots and co-pilots compensation 
according to this scale. 


his fellow | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ranging from 35 degrees to 50 de- 
grees below zero almost continu- 
ously. Outside of being held up a 


day or so because of badly drifted | 


schedules have all 
Our company has 


airports, our 
gone through. 


solved the problem of keeping the | 
motors running warm in these ex- | 


tremely cold temperatures. In 
fact, we were the only form of 
transportation that moved continu- 
ously during the recent blizzards. 
Cold Notes 

The cold brought out some very 
interesting creations in undergar- 
ments this season on our western 
division. Mahatma Gandhi in his 
wildest dreams could not have 
conceived more interesting appar- 
el. They varied all the way from 
a hospital bed shirt to a CCC camp 
issue. At times, anything that 


Certainly, | would support a safety pin was 
no more government money should! used and the more frail the pilot 
be paid to this contractor until it|the more original and wild became 
complies with the law and turns|the 


“getup.” If spring doesn’t 


over to its pilots and co-pilots that | come soon, some of our men will 


which justly is theirs. 
| cordingly recommended that until 
| Braniff Airways, Inc., shall con- 
| form to section 13 of the Air Mail 
| Act and section 11 of its contracts, 
| with respect to payment of its pi- 
|lots and co-pilots at the proper 
| rate, all compensation to Braniff 
| Airways, Inc., under its contracts 
|for air mail routes 9 and 15 be 
withheld. 
tion is found in the last sentence 


which reads: 

“The compensation of any air- 
mail contractor shall be withheld 
during any period that it contin- 
ues to violate any order of the 
Commission or any provision of 
this Act.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Karl A. Crowley, 
Solicitor. 


PROBERS 
MYSTIFIED 
BY CRASH 


1936. by International News 
Service.) 





(Copyright, 


A bizarre story of tangled lives, 
love, a gun, narcotics and insur- 
ance, lies behind’ the crash of the 
American luxury airliner South- 
erner near Memphis January 14, 
with its death toll of 14 passen- 
gers and crew of three. 

This has been revealed by the 
investigation of the Commerce De- 
partment’s air bureau accident 
board—but it doesn’t prove any- 
thing. 

Real Cause Unknown 

Some of the 17 who died, and 
only they, know the real story, in 
the opinion of aviation experts 
delving into the mystery. The in- 
vestigators revealed that a checkup 
into the personal background of 
the passengers disclosed all the 
colorful elements of dramatic fic- 
tion and intrigue, but nothing that 
can be specifically blamed for the 
crash. The real cause of the crash 
lies buried with the victims. 

One passenger may have gone 
mad—he or she might have pur- 
posely entangled the controls in- 
tent on suicide, oblivious to the 
others in the plane—the crackup 
may have been an “insurance sui- 
cide”—anything might have hap- 
pened. 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 
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| 
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| 


of section 15 of the Air Mail Act/| going to be, 
| time, 





It is ac-| scratch themselves to death. 


Under Hood 

Our instrument ship returned 
recently from the west coast and 
we are taking time under the hood 
and “brushing up” on the new 
fade out system of orientation. 
Because of its many advantages 
we much prefer it over the old 


Authority for this ac- | Minety degree method. 


The motto for. this column is 
“On time, all the 
except when we’re late.” 
Tomorrow is the deadline accord- 
ing to Mr. Roddy, so cheerio until 
next month. 





LITTLE ELECTED 
CORRESPONDENT 


BY PILOT H. P. LITTLE 
Council No. 52—UAL 
Newark, N. J. 


The last meeting of Council No. 


52 was held on a cold dark night|, good thing. 


when the roads were covered with 
slippery ice. I believed that a 


| South. 
| ber when there has been so much 


| the proud parents of a New Year’s | ing. 


| 
| 


| ter, who were spending a few days} 


| 
| 


| relation to the accuracy of the po- | 


sition reports received from pilots | 
in flight, and the accuracy with 
which all pilots 
flights, such as staying on the right | 
side of the course and at the as- 
signed altitude. Since 


conduct thcir| has 


AIR BUREAU 


Report 
OF CRASH 


(Continued from Page 3) 
The Air Line Pilots Association 
long deplored the common 


practice of placing the blame for 
all these | accidents on the pilots. 


In many 


things have improved greatly dur- | Cases, due to the fact that evidence 
ing the last few months I believe|is destroyed by the impact, it is 


it will work. 
has been invited to visit this office 
and see what’s going on. 

Since I’m the Cub Reporter and 


Everyone interested | difficult 


to determine the true 
cause of an airplane accident. 
Consequently, there has been a 


already fighting the deadline, I am | tendency to theorize and, in the 


Signing off, 
Hi Little. 





THE BABIES ARE 


absence of concrete 
| place the 


evidence, 
blame on the pilot. 


D. of C. Report 


The Department of Commerce 


to 


DOING FINE | report follows: 


BY PILOT G. W. WHITTIER 
Council No. 44—DAL 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Ole Man Winter has stretched 
his icy fingers well into the Sunny 
Old timers can’t remem- 
do we 


weather. No sooner 


get 


| squared away from one spell than 
another sets in, and the session of United Air I 


checkers goes on. 

Going back a little, Christmas 
and the New Year turned out to 
be anything but pleasant for Pete 


Reinhart, flying the night mail be- | 


tween Dallas and Atlanta. We are 
glad to learn Pete is convalescing 
satisfactorily and will be back on 
the line soon. 

Two first pilots and six copilots 
have joined D. A. L. They have 
been assigned to the new Electra 


schedules. The last of our old 
equipment was retired the first of 
the year. 


Proud Parents 
No one knows what it was all 
about and a certain pilot is still 
blaming his slide rule when, after 
a series of elaborate calculations 
for a certain night flight, he ar- 


rived at his destination “several 
minutes late.” How about it, 
George? 


George Whittier and Mrs. are 


baby boy, January second, to be 

exact. Incidentally, this George 

is not the one referred to above. 
George Cushing recently ferried 


with Mrs. Cushing and their daugh- 


there. 
Another Event 


Friends of George Shealy are | 


concerning 
which occurred to an 


February 6, 1936. 
Department of Commerce 
Bureau of Air Commerce 

Washington 
Report of the Accident Board 
Bureau of Air Commerce 
Statement of probable 
an aircraft 


cause 
accident 
airplane of 
zines, Incorporated, at 
Western Springs, Illinois, on De- 
cember 20, 1934. 


To the Director of Air Commerce: 


On December 20, 1934, at ap- 
proximately 8:15 p. m. at Western 
Springs, Illinois, an airplane of 
United States registry, piloted by 
licensed airmen while being oper- 
ated in scheduled flight carrying 
mail and express, a crew of three 
and one other company employee, 
crashed with resultant serious in- 
juries to the pilot, minor injuries 
to the copilot and major damage 
to the aircraft. 


The airplane, a Boeing, model 
247, bore Department of Com- 
merce license number NC-13328 
and was being operated between 
Chicago, Illinois, and Omaha, Ne- 
braska, by United Air Lines, In- 
corporated. The pilot, David L. 
Behncke, held a Department of 
Commerce transport pilot’s license 
and a scheduled air transport rat- 
The copilot, Kenneth W. 
Quayle, held a Department of 
Commerce transport pilot’s license. 
The stewardess, Barbara Berner, 
and John Wolfe, a company em- 


| his car to Sea Island and returned | ployee, were not injured. 


Low Ceiling 


The take-off from Chicago, Illi- 
nois, was accomplished at about 
7:53 p.m. At the time the ceiling 


| thinking that a new regulation re-| Was estimated at 700 feet, visibil- 


good enough excuse for staying | 


home by the fire. Not so for the 
council elected me news corre- 
spondent for the rest of the year, 
apparently as punishment for be- 
ing absent. 
More Snow 

Members living in warmer sec- 
tions of the country may be inter- 
ested to know that we have had 
much more snow this year than 
for many years past. A large 


number of the fields in New York | 
and Pennsylvania have been closed | 
by drifted snow for several weeks. 


The Air Traffic Control problem 
at Newark which has been the sub- 
ject of several articles in The AIR 
LINE PILOT, has received a great 
deal of attention during the last 
few months. Gradually through 
the excellent co-operation of near- 
ly everyone concerned some prog- 
ress is being made toward safer 
operation. An Airways Traffic 
Control Office has been set up by 
the Airlines, and by working with 
them through an innerphone cir- 
cuit is able to keep a close check 
on the positions of all ships in 
flight, assigning altitudes or giving 
other flight instructions only when 
necessary. A mechanically operat- 
ed map board which will show at a 
glance the relative position of all 
ships in the sector is being built. 
Its value of course will be in direct 





quiring him to take off in the gen- 
eral direction of Florida would be 


His friends live in College Park 
and East Point, suburban Atlanta. 

Floyd Addison and Mrs. have a 
new baby. There were an un- 
usual number of stogies in evi- 
dence not so long ago and it seems 
to me Floyd was handing them out. 





COMMEND FRENG’S 
ALPA EMBLEM 


BY PILOT W. A. WINSTON 
Council No. 26—PAA 
Brownsville, Tex. 
When and if this article is 


printed, your correspondent will be 
glad of the opportunity to take an 


extended flight to the Canal Zone | 


since it will be more pleasant to 


pay for the delicious fruits, etc., | 


in the Tropics than to get the 
“raspberry” here for nothing. So 
much for my opinion of myself as 
a correspondent. 


The “International Run” from 


Brownsville, Texas, to Cristobal, | 


C. Z., is a route of extremes. 
The course links the capitals of 
Mexico, Guatemala, Salvador, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and 
Panama. The only extreme not 
experienced is cold. From Mex- 
ico, on down, is perpetual Summer. 
On the “Run” we have to contend 
with three Seasons; the rainy, the 
dry and the smoky. During the 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 3) 





| ity one and one-quarter miles, and 


a light snow was falling. The 


George flies the | Weather was worse at Waterman, 


Electra night run, Atlanta-Dallas. | the next check point west of Chi- 


cago, but from Waterman on was 
very good. 


After the airplane had fiown on 
course for about fifteen minutes, 
the right engine slowed down, then 
stopped. The pilot circled to the 
left to return to Chicago and the 
copilot radioed Chicago of the fact 
and requested that the radio range 
beam be left on, which was done. 
About this time the left engine 
slowed down to the point that a 
forced landing was_ inevitable. 
During this time efforts were made 
by both pilot and copilot to keep 


| the engines running. 


The pilot headed south in an ef- 
fort to land outside of the town 
but was unsuccessful. The air- 
plane came to rest at a 45° angle 
with the nose in some trees and 


| the tail on the ground. The right 
}engine was torn free of the air- 


plane by the force of impact. 
Ice Forms 


Investigation failed to disclose 
any malfunctioning of the aircraft 
or any mechanical failure of the 
engines. Both engines functioned 
satisfactorily through full throttle 
range when set up for test after 
the accident. The pilot states that 
all instruments registered normal 
conditions and that the carburetor 
heat controls had been fully on 
prior to the difficulty. 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 4) 
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MEAD BILL WILL PROVIDE 


Military Training 





(Continued from Page 3) 
and bomb racks. 
be attached beneath the wings. 

“A bill of this kind is necessary 
so that the valuable training and 


| training period. 
| Sec. 2. the - 1 
experience of our air line pilots} General shall prescribe such rules|notonous with its cloudless skies 


this Act, except that such pilot| 
Racks could also} shall not be entitled to any pay 
from such contractor during such | 





(a) The Postmaster | 


may not be lost to the Govern-|and regulations, consistent with | 


ment.” 

President Behncke had this to 
say after reading the bill: 

“There is no question but tha 
the air line pilots of the country 
represent a strong air reserve 
force that should be utilized and 
in some way be organized and giv- 
en effective military training. The 


Mead Air Reserve Bill provides for | 
this organization and training in| 


a practical, common sense way and 
at the least possible cost to the 
government. We have only to 
look about us to see what other 
countries are doing along the same 
lines. As is so ably pointed out 
by Mr. Mead, the highly special- 
ized flight training of our air line 
pilots in all weather, day and night 
operations, especially fits them for 
the military air operations of to- 
morrow. 
lots are especially valuable from a 
national defense point of view. 
From a military and _ strategic 
viewpoint, Alaska, the land of the 
Yukon and the caribou, is the hub 


| 
| 


| 


t; the training and commissioning of 


| 


this Act, as may be necessary to | 
carry out the provisions thereof, | 
except those provisions relating to 


such pilots in the Air Line Pilots’ 
Reserve. Such rules and regula- 
tions shall include provisions for 


| releasing pilots of any such air- 


| mail 


| the 


contractor for training in 
such Reserve in substantially equal | 
monthly quotas during each calen- 
dar year, with reasonable allow- 
ance for seasonable variations in 
air-line business of the con- 


| tractor. 


(b) The Secretary of War shall 
prescribe such rules and regula- 
tions, consistent with this Act, as 


'may be necessary to provide for} 


The Alaskan air line pi- | 


| 


of the world. From there bombing 
planes can swoop through the skies | 
to destroy objectives in Europe, | 


Asia and America. 
“This Bill will almost double 


our force of air fighters at a sur-’ 


prisingly low cost to the Govern- 
ment. 

“What will happen to this bill 
before it becomes law is as yet 
largely 
but it richly deserves the support 
of every real American.” 


Copy of Mead Bill 
74th Congress 
2d Session 


H. R. 11399 
In the House of Representatives 
February 22, 1936 


commissioning and training of 
such pilots in such Reserve. Such 
training shall correspond to the| 
tactical training of the Army Air 
Corps, shall emphasize bombard- 
ment tactics, and shall be carried | 
on in a separate unit, with tactical 
equipment corresponding to that 
used by the Army Air Corps, and 
at a field to be used for the train- 
ing of such pilots only. 


(c) The term “pilot”? when used 


‘in this Act includes co-pilot, and 


a matter of supposition | 


| riod of one year or more. 
|employed by 


| any 


includes any pilot who has been | 
employed by an air-mail contrac- | 
tor and who may be temporarily | 
unemployed for any reason for} 
period not exceeding two 
years, but does not include any 
pilot who has not been employed | 
by one or more of such air-mail | 
contractors for an aggregate pe- 
No pilot | 
any such air-mail 
contractor shall be denied training 
or a commission in such Reserve, 
and no such contractor shall be 
denied the right to employ as a 


| pilot any person it- may desire to 


Mr. Mead introduced the follow- | 


ing bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads and ordered to be} 


printed. 
A Bill 


To further increase the efficiency 


and safety of air-mail transporta- 
tion, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and | 


House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That, in order to 
promote safety for 
personnel, and property in the air- 
transport business of contractors 
holding contracts for the inland 
transportation (including Alaska) 
of mail by aircraft, after one year 


from the date of enactment of this | i 
Act, each pilot who is employed by | 


any such contractor shall be com- 
missioned as a reserve officer in 


| thereto in time of war in accord- 

| ance with law. 

passengers, | 
| 


| 
| 
| 


a separate aviation unit, to be} 


known as the Air Line Pilots’ Re- 
serve, and during each calendar 
year while so employed shall take 
a course of training in such unit 


for one month. Each pilot while | 


taking such course of training shall 


receive training pay from the) 


United States at a rate equal to 


| 


his average monthly pay for the | 


twelve months immediately preced- | 


ing the month during which he be- 
gins such course, together with 
traveling expenses and subsistence, 
or allowances in lieu thereof, sub- 
ject to limitations corresponding 
to those provided by law in case 
of officers of the Army, insofar 
as they are not inapplicable. No 
such pilot holding any commission 
in the military or naval forces of 
the United States shall be reduced 
in grade or rank upon being com- 
missioned in such reserve, and af- 
ter being so commissioned, shall be 
advanced in grade not less than 
once in every years, while 
contiiuing in the employ of any 
air-mail contractor. No such pilot 
shall be denied any right, privilege, 
or benefit with respect to his em- 
ployment by any such contractor, 
by reason of the compliance by 
such pilot with the requirements of 





employ. The training pay of any 
pilot in training during any period 
of unemployment shall be at a 
rate equal to his average monthly 
pay for the last twelve months 
preceding such period of unem- 
ployment. 

(d) The Air Line Pilots’ Re- 
serve shall be a reserve component 
of the Army of the United States, 
but the members thereof shall not 
be in the active service of the 
United States except when ordered 


Sec. 3. 
a contract for the inland transpor- | 
tation of mail by aircraft who vio- 
lates any provision of this Act} 
shall forfeit to the United States 
for each day dur- 
ng which he continues to violate 
this Act, to be deducted from pay- 
ments made to such contractor un- 
der any such contract. 


Sec. 4. There is hereby author- 


Any contractor holding | 


ized to be appropriated such sums! 


as may be necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this Act. 


HAMILTON 


Article 





(Continued from Page 5) 
sive, and logical method to insure 
the nation against attack from 
without. 

I. C. C. Problems 


The I. C. C. has had several con- | 


troversies pending before it for the 
last two or three months, having to 
do principally with applications for 
additional off-line routes and in- 
creases in air-mail rates. Some of 
these hearings have been post- 
poned a number of times because 
of a misunderstanding over where 
the authority of the Post Office 
ends and that of the I. C. C. be- 
gins. The case of American Air- 
lines vs. Braniff Airways in the 
matter of off-line flying between 
Dallas, Texas, and Chicago, IIli- 





| to write, in which event I’m alt wet 


| dict. 
|it only 


llikes the A. L. P. A. emblem. 


|}son and in water up to our necks 


|He said, “Well, it’s sure raining 


|to the test pilot he seemed to be 


| Medal by our president, Mr. C. R. 


NEWS NOTES 
From ALPA 


COUNCILS 


(Continued from Page 7) 


CHAIRMEN © 
Elected by 


COUNCILS 


There are thirty-two councils in 
the Association set-up for 1936. 
All Local Executive Council elec- 
tions have been completed and 
Headquarters is now awaiting 
completion of chairman elections. 
(Chairmen, in accordance with the 
By-Laws — section 2, Article IV, | 
| are elected by the Executive Coun- | 
cilmen.) 
| Although only half of the 1936 
/ chairman elections have been com- 
| pleted thus far, it is expected that | 
|the balance of the councils will 
|}complete their elections within a 
very short time. 

Of those elections completed, 





dry season, the run is almost mo- 


and unlimited visibility. During 
the remainder of the year, we do 
quite a bit of instrument flying. 
The smoky season is the most ex- 
asperating. You fellows up around 
Medford, Oregon, know what it is. 
It really gets you down to barge 
along without a cloud in the sky 
and only a mile’s visibility. It 
wouldn’t be so bad if we could 
hedge-hop lower than 7,000 feet. 
Where we get the most smoke is 
where the course traverses a ter- 
rain varying intermittently from 
sea-level to 15,000 feet. I won’t three 1935 chairmen have been| 
try to tell about the rainy season. | re-elected to office, i. e.: 

Maybe this isn’t what I’m supposed} water Kefsen—UAL Portland, ! 
I will say that in Panama | oy aa en a eee 


For two months in the year Council 44. | 


rains a few times each; C. F. Zeier—Chicago & South-| 
During the remainder of ern Air Lines, Council 48. | 
Enough of| F. J. Nolan, elected to the chair- 
|manship of Council 26, PAA! 
; | Brownsville, was chairman of that | 
| council in 1934, and succeeds A. D. | 
| Durst who, in addition to being | 
|chairman in 1935, is also a Vice | 
| President of the Association. 

A new council has been estab- | 
‘lished on United Air Lines at! 
|Cheyenne, Wyoming, under the 
chairmanship of R. P. Craine. 

To properly take care of repre- 
sentation of members on North- 
west Airlines, a new council has 
been established at Billings, Mon- 
tana, headed by Chairman Earl 
Hale. This council has jurisdiction 
over western division NWA mem- 
bers. The eastern division is rep- 








| 


| 
| 


as it is. 
the weather is the easiest to pre- 


week. 
the year, it just rains. 
that. 

Everyone to whom I’ve talkec 
It 
is beautifully designed. Congrat- 
ulations to my good friend “Ski- 
Jumper” Freng. 

Adios, 
Bill Winston. 





INGRAM PRESENTED 
WITH SERVICE MEDAL 





BY PILOT RAY FORTNER 


Council No. 31—AA 
Glendale, Cal. 


Not much news out here in Sun- 





ny California. You can skip the 
sunny part this time though as we 


are in the midst of the rainy sea- No. 1, which was the first to be 


officially established by the Asso- 
ciation. 

Another new council is Council 
55 representing Pacific-Alaska Air- 
ways members. The chairman of 
that group is Walter Jones, a very 
able leader. 

A change in the United Air 
Lines eastern division set-up took 
place last fall when a new council 
was established at Newark. 


or ankles or somethin’. You know 
it is funry how some pilots like 
different kinds of weather. I saw 
Johnny Martin the other day with 
a big smile on his face and asked 
him why the grin when he was due 
out and it pouring down rain. 


on me but it’s also raining on my} 
orange grove.” 

The new D. S. T. was in the Air 
Show and they have several more 
under construction so I guess it 
won’t be long now. The huge new 
Sleeper sort of stole the Show. 
Saw Dave Doty looking over the 
size of the rudder but after talking 


ed to head the 
(Council 52), and C. T. Robertson 
was elected to head the Chicago 
group (Council 12). These chair- 
men will remain in office during 
the year 1936. 

Other 1936 chairmen, elected to 


| relieved. that office for the first time, are: 
Jim Ingram was presented a lj Mal Freeburg—Northwest Air- 
beautiful Distinguished Service | “™©°: Council 1. 


Kenneth V. Beer—PAA. Miami, 





Smith, for flying a burning ship | Council 10. 
off the residential district of El Wm. Groen — UAL Omaha, 
Paso before using his ’chute. Jim | Council 13. 
is about ready to move into his}; Allan A. Barrie—Western Air 


new house. I hear he has a keen | Express, Council 16. 


Den in it or under it. We hope 
45% z | R. T. Elsnore — NPA, Coun- 
he has a house warming so we can | d 


find out for sure all about it. i oe — 

Hap Russell is busy between OS Pat — AA Glendale, 
runs overhauling the motor in his | ‘ 
yacht. Soon as he gets it going | D. L. Boone — AA Cleveland, 


|}Council 40. 


I'll get a real fish story for you. 
Or maybe I can get a picture for| Gordon Darnell — Braniff Air- 
you of him being towed into port. ways, Council 42. 

Well this is all for this time.| E. Van Sickle—AA Murfrees- 
_— oe it, this is my first | boro, Council 50. 
attempt. sure feel sorry for vue 
Walter Winchell and I’m glad TT ces, W:_ Chandler rear 
fly for a living. ’ 





Air Bureau 
Report of Crash 


Continued from Page 7) 

It is the opinion of the Acci- 
dent Board that the probable 
cause of this accident was ice 
forming in the carburetors which 
resulted in loss of power. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ACCIDENT BOARD. 

Jesse W. Lankford (Secy.), 
Chief, Safety Section; R. W. 
Schroeder, Chief, Air Line Insp. 
Service; Richard C. Gazley, Chief 
Engineer, Manufacturing Inspec- 
tion Service. Advisory: James 
| L. Kinney, Air Line Inspector. 


|nois, via Tulsa and Kansas City | 
was recently decided in favor of | 
| the American Airlines by the Post 
| Office Department. 
Loses Appeal 

Many pilots will be sorry to 
|hear that Pilot “Thunder” John- 
Son, recently of Hanford Airlines, 
|lost his appeal to the Department | 
| of Commerce to have his SATR re- | 
}instated. His license was lifted | 
|Some time ago at the request of 
| the medical section because his de- 
fective eyesight is alleged to have 
| become worse and exceeded the 
limits of his waiver. It is hoped 
| that he will be able to find other 
employment, and, in fact, the pos- 
sibilities look very favorable. 








resented at Twin Cities by Council , 


|a power dive to earth with 
| cargo. 
At} 


that time Emery Martin was elect- | 
Newark group! 
| dent board will be submitted with- 
|in the next fortnight. 
| tee investigating air safety, headed 
| by Col. Harold Hartney, will go 
| over the report thoroughly, but it 


| 





COPELAND 


Continues 


TO PROBE 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Mount said that the Department 
of Commerce failed to sustain the 
charges against him and ordered 
his reinstatement. On May 1, five 
days before the Cutting crash, Eu- 
gene L. Vidal, director of air com- 
merce, ordered his reinstatement, 
Mount admitted. He said that 
Martin, who in the meantime had 
appointed a new superintendent of 
maintenance, refused to recognize 
the reinstatement order, and he 
did not get his job back and did 
not receive pay. 





Notice of Demotion 


On July 1, Mount admitted un- 
der questioning, he received a no- 
tice from the departmental ap- 
pointment division that he had 
been demoted $800 a year and as- 
signed to duty as an airways engi- 
neer. He said he was sent to Way- 
cross, Ga., but that there were no 
duties assigned to him. 

It was not until August 19 that 
he testified here before the Senate 
committee. He did so, Copeland 
stated, at the request of the com- 
mittee. Copeland asked whether 
he had been promised immunity 
from punishment by the bureau by 
members of the committee before 
he testified. Mount said he did 
not remember. 


(To Be Concluded) 


PROBERS 
MYSTIFIED 
BY CRASH 


(Continued from Page 7) 
All that the factual investigators 
can do, and it seemed probable 





| that they would, is submit a report 


discounting motor trouble, lack of 
gasoline, bad weather, or a forced 
landing from any other mechanical 
cause that sent the big airliner in 
its 


Two Sets of Facts 
The formal report of the acci- 


The Senat« 
Commerce Committee subcommit- 


was regarded as unlikely that any 
new light would be thrown on the 
mystery. 


With the major part of the in- 


| vestigation concluded, two sets of 
| facts, one involving the apparent 


j absence of mechanical trouble, the 


other mute, unmeaning evidence of 
|a possible tragic human element, 
| stood out. It seemed unlikely that 
| the Commerce Air Bureau’s report 
| would go into this. 

| Here are the human elements: 

A gun was discovered in the 
muck where the big plane crashed; 
there were three shells in the 
magazine of the pistol, none in the 
chamber. This may or may not 
have belonged to the pilot or co- 
pilot. 

Two phials of morphine were 
found in the wreckage. No one 
can know whether any one of the 
passengers was using this drug 
while in flight. None can tell what 
its. effect on such a passenger, if 
any, was or could have been. 


Big Insurance Policies 
A small piece of metal found in 
the wreckage had in it a small, 
round hole, as if a bullet had 
passed through it. No exploded 
cartridge was found. 


Some of the passengers carried 
big insurance policies; most people 
who can afford it do this. One of 
the passengers had life insurance 
approaching a quarter of a million 
dollars. 

Against this series of human 
equations, there is lined up an ar- 
ray of mechanical evidence based 
| on estimates and testimony. 
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